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Thi Second [ Diſcourſe ] Beloved, I now write unto you, in both 
which I ſtir up your pure Minds by way of Remembrance : That you may 
be Mindfull of the words which were Spoken before, by the Holy Pro- 
phers, and of the Commandments of us the Apoſtles of the Lord and 
Saviour : Knowing this firſt, that there ſhall come in the Laſt days 
Scoffers, walking after their own Luſts, And Saying, where is the 
promiſe of his coming ?—But Beloved, be not Ignorant of this one thing 
that the Lord is not Slack concerning his Promiſe— but the day of the 
Lord will come as a thief in the Night. What manner of Perſons 
then ought Ye to be, in all Holy Converſation and Godlineſs, locking for 
and haſtning unto the Coming of the Day of God, | 
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Have now (tho with much difficulty, thro* ſtraitæ of tim 


upon me, I have now) concluded what I propoſe to pou on 
this Text; with what ſucceſs it is not for me to determine, 
bat I can 105 in fincerity, I have ain d at the Glory of God, 
and the Good of his People herein. 

There are few Subjetts leſs handPd, and therefore ] conceiud 


none more needful to be diſcourſt, than this: Where is the promiſe 2 Per: 3. 3,4- 


of his coming. /ay the Scoffers of this Age, who walk after their 
. Luſts? All things continue as they were, and we ſee no ſigns of 
. thoſe DeſtruQtions of Antichriſt, or Approaches of Chriſt, which 
' ſome of old have talkt f! Ibis is the Language of the Profane , 
nor are Proteſſors ( for the moſt part of them) in a much better 
frame, or * towards theſe Great and Glorious Things; 


many of thoſe who would be thought wile Virgins, till prove to be Mat. 2 5. l. 5. 


otherwiſe, and of thoſe who may not be ſo bad; how many ſlumber, 
yealleep, as unto any expettation of the overthrow of Antichriſt, 
and the Glorious Appearance of Chriſt Feſus our Lord? Nay, what 
is yet worſe, are there not too many that ſay, our Lord delayeth 
his coming, and thereupon they eat and drink with the Drunken 

and are ready to {mite, with the Tongue ar leaſt, ſuch as ſpeak of, 
and wait tor the Glories of the latter Day? Theſe things are, and 
ſhall be for a Lamentation ! 

In days of old, there were few Chriſtians but what believ'd the 
things here handled : The overturning of Amichriffs Kingdom, 
and the eſtabliſhing of 2 Glorious viſible Kingdom of Chriſt upon 
Earth, in which the ſuffering Saints ſhould reign with their 
. Glorifyd Lord, this hath been efteem'd | Generalis conſenſus 
Orthodoxorum | the common belief of Orthodox Chriſtians, and 
ſo it is {till whithout doubt; Notwithſtanding all the Efforts of An- 
tichriſt to obſcure and extinguiſh this Truth, it ſhall ſtand, it 
will keep its Ground, and live in the Hearts of the Faithful. 

It was Profeſſing Antichriſt | Antichriſt under the Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity] that firſt Labour d to diſparage this Dodtrine ; 
when Pretenders to Religion grew flouriſhing in the World, then 
they excluded all they could, any belief of a better State on Earth; 
And why? but becauſe they were not like to ſhare in it; the Glorys 
of this Kingdom of Chriſt are deſign'd for Suftercrs and Confeſſors 
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- 


and preſſures of Buſineſs, yet by the Good Hand of my God Neh r. 8. 


Mart 24. 48, 
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of Chriſt, and out of that Number they deſir d to be exclud ed 3 
IE is a fine Paſſage which a very Learned Man dropt unt® 
apt prey « The Millennium | /a:th he, or Thouſand years reign 


Dr.Th.Burnet « of the Saints on Earth] being properly a Reward and Triumph 
of rheCharter cc for thoſe that come out of Perſecution, ſuch as have lib d always 


Houſe. 


* in Pomp and Proſperity can pretend to no ſhare in it, or 
e benefit by it; This hath made the Church of Rome | and other 
“ Churches too, may we truly add | always to have an ill Eye 
an this Doctrine, which has been Eclipsd and Obſcur d hereby 
* more and more, as that Church | and others | greto in Splendor 
* and Greatneſs, becauſe it ſeem d to have an ill Eye f on her, 
Fand all ſuch Carnal and Senſual Conſtitutions | and in another 


place ſaith the ſame Learned Man : & Both the Firſt Reſurredion, * 


** and the Reign of Chriſt, ſeem to be appropriated to the 
« Martyrs "of {\uffering Witneſſes of Chriſt ] Thoſe that ſufferd 
&* for the ſake of Chrif and a good Conſcience, ſhall be raisd 
from the dead, a Thouſand Tear before the general Reſurreclion, 
and Reign with Chriſt in an happy State; this Propeſition 
« ſeems to be plainly included in the words of St. John and to be 
« the intended ſence of this Viſion, * 

No wonder then, matters being thus, viz. that Sufferers for 
Chriſt are principal Sharers in tbe Glories of this Kingdom, 
no wonder I ſay , that the Elated Generation of Profeſſors in 
days paſt, and the Occaſional-Conformity- Profeſſors in our daics, 
do with one ſhoulder labour to thruſt down this moſt Comfortadie 
Dottrine, ſince they never deſign to be ſo — to any Profeſ- 
ſion; as to expeſe themſelves to Suffering, and ſo are never like 
o Dave any Lot or Share in a Kingdom _— for Sufterers : 

The Trimming, Time, ſerving, Turn. about Preachers and Profeſ. 
ſors of this Age, are lite to be Enemies to a Doctrine, by which there 
zs ſo little Comfort adminiſtred to them : However, it is a Truth 
ſo firm, that their united Oppojition unto it, can neither ſhake the 
Being of it, which is fix d by God's Everlaſting Decrees, nor yet 
the Belief of it, which is Eftabliſht in the Hearts of his Servants. 

Remarkable it is, That God, even in theſe Laſt Days, hath ſill 
raiſ'd up ſome Learned Men to maintain this Dottrine of tbe 
Millennium, or Thouſand Tears viſible Reign of Chriſt and his 
Saints upon Earth; zo omit a Catalogue that might be made of 

Foreigners, How bath God Spirited of our own Countrey-men, 
ſome of Greateſt Name for Learning, to defend this Truth ? 
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Mr. Joſeph Mede and Dr. Twiſs, Mr. Archer and Dr. Homes, 
Mr. Maton and Dr. Worthington, Mr. Davenport and Dr. Owen, 
Mr. Beverly and Dr. Goodwin, with many others, tho are 


now aſleep, did excellently diſcourſe of this glorious Reign of 


Chriſt, and his People: and tho they did not in all things co-in- 


- cide, yet they agreed together as one Man, to aſſert that ſuch a 


Time and Reign there ſhould be; Unto whom may be joyn'd, a- 
mong others now alive, thoſe two Famous Doctors, Dr. Thomas 
Burnet of the Charter-houſe , and Dr. John Edwards of Cam- 


Language of both far exceeding the uſual Proportion; and of 
theſe, the laſt in an eminent manner , deſerves the Thanks of 
all good Chriſtians for bis late Excellent Book, intitl d, the Prea. 
cher; But chiefly unto both ig there a ſingular Eſteem due, on 
the account of that honourable Teſtimony they have both given un- 
tothe Kingdom of Chriſt yet to come upon Earth , In the Explica- 
tion whereof, tho they differ in ſome things from each other, and 
in more haply, from what we all do concerve, yet herein they 
well and truly agree, that ſuch a bleſſed Kingdom there ſhall be. 
That Millennium, Reſtauration-State, New-Jeruſalem , Pa- 
radiſaical-State, Judgment and Kingdom of Chriſt | for all 
theſe are Terms of tbe ſame thing | the which is at the Door; 
the Faith of this they religiouſly agree to advance , Even of that 
Glorious State; wherein, as Dr. Burnet excellently ſays, © I 
am apt to believe there will be a Cœleſtial Preſence of Chriſt, 
* Shekinah; AS rhe Sun is preſent to the Earth, yet never 
* leaves its place in the Firmament, SO Chriſt may be viſibly 
* conſpicuous in his heavenly Throne; in which State (as he adds) 
* The chief Employment will be Devotion and Contemplation zo 
* fit Saints for the Eternal Fruition of God, Ut paulatim aſſu- 
* eſcant capere Deum,zhat by degrees their Capacities may be en- 
* larg'd to enjoy God. A Sentiment fo probable, and ſo juſt, that 
methinks tis irreſiſtible : unto which I ſhall adjoyn a a Summary 
Recapitulation of what Dr. Edwards ſays ; © The Millennary, 
Reign is attended with. 
* 1. The Deſtruction of Antichriſt by Gods Word and inteſtine 
* 2. The Converſion and Fulneſs of the Gentiles. | Quarrels. 
* 3. The Converſion of the Jews, zniverſally call'd 10 Chriſt. 
* 4. Univerſal Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, Fe 
5, Ant 
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4 5. And Laſtiy, Univerſal Peace and Unity attend the 
« Reign of Chriſt , 10 crown the foregoing Bleſſings. There 
% ſhall be a Sabbath of a Thouſand Tears, a Millenary Jubilee. 


« In a word, there ſhall be ſuch a Catholick Change, as ſhall 


& bring with it, an Accumulation of all Temporal Felicities, a, 
manner of good Things inbaunce the Comfort and Pleaſure 
* of that bleſſed Kingdom. 


That God bath favour d me the meaneſt of his Servants in 


this dark and dead Age, with Light and Life, thus to bear Wit. 
neſs unto the Kingly Royalty of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord; I do 
acknowledge this always with all Thankfulneſs, For who am], 
or my Houſe, that I ſhould be brought hitherto ? But even ſa, 
may I ſay | rejoycing in Spirit] So it ſeem'd good unto my hea. 
venly Father, zo hide theſe Things from | many that are | wiſe 
and prudent, and to reveal them unto Babes, in Knowledge, and 
Reputation; By this it is known, that there is a God in Heaven, 
who revealeth the Secrets of his Kingdom, to whom he plea- 
ſeth ; and for the honour be hath herein done me, to bear Wit. 
neſs unto His Truth, I deſire with Cheerfulneſs and Joy, to 
carry it under all the Reproaches and Slanders, which ſome are 
pleas'd to caſt upon me; and wherefore ? But becauſe I labour 
that ty Life may bear ſome Proportion unto the Light which God 
in his infinite Condeſcention hath gratiouſly beſtow'd upon me: 
Of which Slanderers, none are more virulent, and yet more im- 
potent, than ſome who go under the Name of Teachers of others, 
who yet alas have not learnt the firſt Leſſon of Morality, © to 
e dorothers as they themſelves would be done unto, how ſhort 
then muſt it be ſupposd they come in ſolid Chriſtianity £ 

Of Theſe there are that creep into Houſes , where , amidſt 
their Drinking and Stinking, their Pots and their Pipes, they 
vent Infamous Lies anto - - Rag and Woman. like- men, which 
cannot by any means bear the Light ; Of which I am obligd 
here to give an Inſtance , reſerving more ſuch like Relations 
unto another Seaſon, this being ſufficient to ſhow, what ſort of 
poor Creatures are my fierceſt Cenſurets. 

There is one Sheffield, who had the Impudence to reproach 
Me to an angry Old Woman | as « Brother in this Iniquity,of his 
order, did to Malitiows Old-Woman-like-Man] as if I knew 


not my own Principles, and durſt meet None to diſcourſe 
them : Upon hearing of which Egregious Lies, I ift 72 9 
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ſent him a Letter , offering to meet him, and to ſhew him my 
Principles in Print, and to provoke him to a Meeting (for I had 

found bim tardy in ſuch a Matter before) I wrote 10 him, that 

(ex abundanti ) I would ſhew in Print, under his Name, both 
, Falſe Principles, and Falſe Grammar; both which I haue marks 

in a trifling Book , | apy by John Sheffield ; but alas! This 

valiant Thraſo, who was ſo bold in a Secret Room to reflect, 

was ſo unwilling openly to maintain his Slanders, that he would 

not appoint me any Meeting; To palliate which Refuſal, if he, 

or any ſhall ſay, they think it not worth their while 70 diſcourſe 
me ; reſerving to my ſelf ſome Smarter Replies, which I could 
make ts this Sham Excuſe, I Hall now 8 {2 Then why do 
they think it worth their while to talk OF Me? He can never 
be worth talking OF, who is not worth talking 10. 

I muſt confeſs whatever is their mind of me, it is ſo much my 

mind of them, that they are not worth my talking OF, that but 
for my promiſe ſake, I bad not thus diſgrac'd my Preface, by bring- 

ing into it the names of ſuch deteſtable Creatures ,as all Slanderers 

are, and ſhall ever be accounted by me, and with good reaſon, con- 
fidering what an Acquaintance of theirs ſs, * Raſh cenſuring 

of others without ſufficrent grounds, or falſe accuſing any wil. 

“ 7ngly, is indeed to be like the Devil, who hath the Title 

* Atefor@- becauſe be is the Calumniator , or falſe Accuſer - 

& Hence when we read of SUCH Accuſers, in the latter days, 

0 . are in the Original call d &:aponxu Calumniators, that 2 Tim 3. 3. 
it, Devils, or Slanderers; of which let me add. © That they 
* ſhould be careful how they tamper with the Reputation of others, 
* conſidering what Flaws and Cracks there are in their own ! 
and thus at ak Oy T leave them, unto the reflefion of their own 
Conſciences, which, if not aſleep, will Alarm them on this bead, 
with the fearful apprehenſion of that blame and ſhame which 
their Crime Calls for, and ſhall meet with in the Kingdom here 
diſcourſt of, in which the Saints ſpall judge the World, at what Jude 1. 
tine all hard words againſt the meaneſt of believers ſhall be 
reckon'd for, and meet with a 1% reward, 

It was a true 7 of Old, Bona gere & mala pati Chriſti- 
anorum eſ?, It zs the lot of Chriſtians t be Slander'd with 
Evil, for the good Things they do; ſo ſaid the Pſalmiſt divinely, 
They that render Evil for Good, are mine Adverſarys, becauſe p,c 38. 20 
| follow the thing that good is, they caſt Iniquity upon me; 5j mn. 
: Od, 
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59. 3 Teo, they lie in wait for my Soul, the Mighty are gather'd 

| againſt me; not for my Tranſgreſſion, nor for my Sin, O Lord 
; how Rnoweſt ;, and again ſaith he, They that hate me 1th. 

69. 4. out a Cauſe, are more than rhe Hairs of my Head; they that 


v. 9. 10. 


9 ga and afterwards he complains, that his belt works were made 


matters of reproach anto him, he became a Proverb, yea an 
was made the Song of Drunkards for Conforming himſelf to the 
Law of God: No wonder then that we ſez the ſame Things, 
and partake of the ſame Sufferings for the ſame Cauſe. 
haue here in this Diſcourſe, taken no ſmall Pains with a 
Single Eye, God is my Witneſs, at the Glory of Chrift Feſus my 
Lord, and the Good of his People: Vet, no doubt, my Labor of 
Love (as much as it hath been) may meet with Small Thanks, 
if not a Great deal of Cenſure, from Some, who would give me 
better Entertainment, if their Practice anſwer'd to their Pro- 
feſſion; but hereat why ſhould T wonder, conſidering what has 
been laſt ſaid? Anſwerable unto which, is a Notable paſſage of 
Dr. Owen's, which I cannot but tranſcribe, © A man (ſaith he)m 
have the Bleſſing of God, andthe Curſe of a profeſſung People 
Cum ab homi- at the ſame time; man's Condemnation,and God's abſolution do 
nibus damna- © nor ſeldom meet upon the ſame Perſons oor the fame Thin:s; 
mu, a Deo® If you do the will of the Lord, pray think it not ſtrange, if 
abſolvimur. & oong Men, Curſes be your Reward, and Deteſtation your 
* Wages! But unto all theſe ill Uſages will God put a compleat 
Period when the Kingdom of Chriſt ( ſpoken of in the following 
Diſcourſe) ſhall come, wherein he ſhall appear, unto the Joy of 
all that look for him as the clear Shining of the Sun after Rain, 
* Poſt nubila and herein is our Salvation, andto this is the deſire of our Souls, 
Phoebus. altho our Names or Familys , are ſo far from Growing, that 
2 Sam. 23. 4. they are caſt out as Evil in the World; yer in the bleiſin of 
Luke 6. 22. oyr Lord ſhall we rejoyce, waiting for his Salvation, who hath 
Rev. 22. 20. ſaid he comes quickly, Amen, Even ſo come Lord Jeſus, is the 
fervent Prayer of his willing tho? weak Servant, 
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EZEKIEL xxi. 27, 


I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it ſhall be no more. 
until He come whoſe right it is, and 1 will give it Him. 


N the former Treatiſe, L have open'd at large, The Occa 
ſion of my ſpeaking from theſe Words, where allo is 
handPd the Conneclion of them, of which therefore (that 
I be not tedious, as many are by being rautolagous) I 
ſhall ſay nothing more here; but ſhall proceed to ſpeak 

from the Text according to the D7vi/ton I there made of it. 

which was 7100. fold; 


I. We have here a Commination of dreadful Judgments de- 
nounc'd, I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, and it ſhall be 
no more. 

II. Here is the Continuation of theſe Judgments aſcertain d, 


until he comes whoſe Right it is, and I will gibe it him. 


Under theſe two Heads, will be compris'd the whole o! 
what I ſhall ſay from this Portion of Holy Writ. 

I. Of the Former of theſe, I have ſpoken ſomewhat, and 
what remains to be ſaid, ſhall now by the Grace of God be 
deliver'd unto you; in order to Explain this part of the Text, 
I propos'd to diſcourſe of the Author, the Certainty, the Nature 
and the Iſue of the Deſolations threatn'd. 

1ſt. Of the Author of theſe Judgments, ſomewhat has been 
ſaid, tho 'tis bur little we can ſpeak of Him, yet Him we have 
{een to he the Great JEHOVAH, He brings about all the over- 
turnings in the World, Men ſhould therefore fear him, and 
worlhip at his Footſtool. wy | 

24%. The Certainty of theſe Deſolations hath been ſhown, 
God IVILL bring about the Judgments he bath here threatn'd, he 
hath ſaid it, and ſhall he not do it? He WILL {ſurely ac- 
compliſh all his pleaſure, for he is of one mind and none can 
turn him; be we zherefore prepar'd for him. 


— B diy. The 


(2) 
3dly. The Nature of theſe roger, Judgments has been dif 
eover d to us; the Word overturning ſets out the Kind of theſe 


_ Calamitys, God will turn over, over ſet, turn upſide down the 


World and the Government thereof: It is not a ſhaking only 
that is here threatn'd, tho' that is dreadful, nor is a bare re. 
moving, leaſt of all a moving or ſtirring of the Earth and the 
Inhabitants of it, Ml that God doth here denounce ; but “tis a 
total Change, Tranſverſtng, Turning bottom upwards, of the 


World and it's Evil Adminiſtrations : This is the Judgment in- 


tended by the Word overturn, here thrice inculcated, to teach 
us three things; That there is to be, | 


1/. A threefold Seaſon in which God will overturn, 
 2dly. A threefold Subject which he will overturn. 
3d!y. And a threefold Scourge by which he will overturn. 


Of each of theſe I have propos'd to ſpeak diſtinctly unto. 


you. And, 

d 1/2. I have pointed out the tbreefo/d Seaſon, in which God 
will overturn the World, and its Mal-adminiſtration ; God 
hath been ſhakeing and removeing the Earth, and its Inhahi- 
rants, in all Ages for their fins, and provocations ; but toward 
the end of the World, there are three famous Seaſons, or Set 
Times, in which greater Revolutions, and turnings over ſhall be 
felt, than ever were known before, whence it is zhrice repeated, 
I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, that is, at each of theſe 


| Seafons it ſhall receive an overturning ; of theſe Seaſons, and 


their names I have ſpoken at large; As alſo, 

_ 2dly. Of the three Subjects to be overturn'd, which are 
here to he learnt from this zhreefo!d uſe of the word overturn; 
There are three? conſtituent parts of Antichriſt, each of which 
is to receive an overturnmg, on which account it is thrice re 
peated, I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, that is, the 
whole power of Antichriſt, under the Conduct of all its three 
heads, which having been diſcover'd fully unto us, I proceed, 

3dly, To diſcourſe of that zhreefold Scourge, by which God 
will accompliſh theſe overturnings. He has three principal 


ways and means he will make uſe of in that zhreefo/d Seaton: 


ſpoken of, and againſt that zhreefo!d Adverſary made known to 


us, on which Account he ſays, I will overturn, overturn, overturn 
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it, that is, by three ſeveral Scourges, or ſevere Meins, will I 
overturn the World and its Mal-Adminiſtration ; He will not 
by one Means only Effect theſe Overturnings, but he will uſe 
2 threefold Scourge to accompliſh this his Great and Terrible 
Work; and when this zhreefo/d Scourge ſhall paſs through the 
World, then ſhall all in it that is oppoſite to Chriſt, be trod 16, 28. 18. 


dien down by it. ä 


The grand, or more general Names of Thoſe three ways by 
which God will bring about theſe Overturnings, are, the 
Sword, his Storms, and Spirit, by theſe three will he overturn 
the whole Kingdom of Antichriſt ; Not that he will uſe oxy 
one of theſe in each of the three Seaſons mention'd, or againſt 
one only of the three Heads of Antichriſt ; no, he will uſe a// 
thele in every Seaſon, and all againſt every part of Antichriſt, 
tho* ſome may be more evident at ſoxe times, or more levell'd 
againſt ſome parts of Antichriſt than others : By his Sword, his 
Storms, and his Spirit, will he overturn in all his Seaſons, 2/! 
his Enemys : This is what now remains to be ſhown, and for ir 
we ſhall find ſufficient Scripture Authority. 
1/t. God will overtarn Antichriſt, that is, all which is op- 
ite unto Chriſt, by the Sword. There is to be thrice a dou- 
Fling of the Sword (or bending it double with Fierceneſs) fo v. 14. 
ſays this Prophet, and ſo it will be found, both as to the three 
S:aſons when , and three Subjects againſt which it will be 
doubl'd ; God hath a Sword which he hath been Jong tobetting, Pla. 7. 12. 
and is now drawing to avenge the Quarrel of his Covenant, up- Lev. 26. 25. 
on all Apoſtates, Locuſts, and helliſh Enemys of Chriſt and his 
Kingdom. There is a Sore, and Great, and Strong Sword in the Iſa. 27, 1. 
Hand of Jeſus Chriſt, the true Michael, by which he can puniſh 
Leviathan, the piercing Serpent, even Leviathan, that crooked 
Serpent, the Devil, or Dragon in the Sea, Him who rules a. Rev. 17. 15. 
midſt the Peoples and Multitudes , and Nations and Tongues, 
who foam out their Sins, and ſhameful Rage againſt the Saints 
of the moſt High; and with this Sword alſo ſhall the Beaſt Rev.19.1;. 
and the falſe Prophet, with all their Retinue, be wounded, and end. 
at laſt ſlain, as unto any Power left them to hurt the Follow- 
ers of the Lamb, 
The Sword of the Lord ſhall be hath'd in Heaven, behold it Iſa. 34.5. &c. 
hall come down upon Idumea 8 the Edomites, or vile Apoſtates, 
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upon them it lights firſt) and upon the People of bis curſe un. 
to Fudgment; lhe Sword of the Lord will be fuld with Blood, 
it will be made fat with Fatneſs, and with the Blood of bis Ene. 
anys of all ſorts ;, this will be found ſadly verify'd in the Day 
of the Lords Vengeance upon his Enemys, and the Tear of Re. 
compences for the Controverſy of Lion. Then will he cauſe 
the Sword to fall upon all the Inhabitants of Babilon, «pon the 
Princes, and upon the Wiſe Men; a Sword ſhall he upon the 
Liars, and they ſhall dote , a Sword upon ber mighty Men, and 
they ſhall be diſmay'd , a Sword upon tbeir Horſes, and upon 
their Chariots, and upon all the mingl'd People, that are in the 


midſt of ber (the Mungrels, Trimmers, and Occaſtonaliſts, that 


can mix with any fide for their Intereſt) and they ſhall become 
as Women (tor which truly they are in a fair way, being alrea- 
dy ſo Effeminate) a Sword alſo ſhall be on the Treaſures of Ba. 
bylon, and they ſhall be robbed. 

This is one of the means by which Antichriſt ſhall be de- 
ſtroy'd, by the Sword ; and what ſay ye, if it be already 
drawn? I know many are waiting, and hoping, and praying 
with reſpeck to the preſent Time, as he of Old, O thou Sword 
of the LORD, how long will it be ere thou be quiet? Put up 
thy ſelf into thy Scabbard, reſt and be ſtill ! But alas, the An- 
{wer is the ſame now, as it was then! There is no hope of the 
Sword's being ſheath'd till it has accompliſh'd all his Will; 
for how can it be quiet, ſeeing the LORD hath given it aCharge 
againſt Askelon, and againſt the Sea Shoar (againſt all the bald, 
effeminate Locuſts of this Age, whoſe abominable Cuſtoms were 
introduc'd chiefly by thoſe that dwell by the Sea-Shoar ) there 
hath he appointed it : The Sword that is now drawn in the 
World, will not every where be put up, till God hath deſtroy'd 
by it, the People of his Curſe. 

When I ſpeak of the Sword, as one means by which God 


will deſtroy Antichriſt throughout the World , I would not be 


miſunderſtood ; I do nor thereby mean , that thoſe who wait 
for the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , ſhould ſell their 
Coats, and buy Swords, I intend not, that the Saints by dint of 
Sword ſhall deſtroy their Enemys ; which ſome having former- 
ly fancy'd, did draw the Sword too ſoon, and accordingly pe- 
riſh'd by the Sword, ſhowing hereby, whatever Zea/ they had, 
that they wanted Judgment. It 
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It is not by the Sword of the Saints, that their Enemys ſhall 
begin to fall; You.ſhall find that all the White Troopers (as Rev. 19. 
Mr. Brightman calls them) who follow Chriſt to the great Bar- 
tle of Armageddon, march without any Swords of their own, 
and why? But becauſe they truſted to the Sword that comes 
out of the Mouth of their Captain- General, by which they 
know that all their Enemys ſhall be defeated ; zhat is, Chritt 
will himſelf, point his Sword to the Souls of ſome of his Foes, 
and by his Mouth command others of them to ſheath their 
Swords into the Bowels of each other, and thus will be fighr 3 
for bis People AS in the Days of Old. EP 


14, 


21. 


2. 


AS in the Days of Gideon, when the Lord 12 every Man's Judg. 7. 21. 
e 


Sword agairnft his Fellow, even throughout all the Hoſt ; AS in 


the Days of Jonathan, when the Multitude melted away, and 1 Sam. 14. 
they went on beating down one another, when every Man's V. 16.20. 


Sword was againſt his Fellow, and there was a great Diſcomfi- 


ture; AS in the Days of Fehoſaphat, when the Children of , Chr.20.23. 


Seir, utterly to flay and deſtroy them, | mark, thoſe Apoſtates, 
the Edomites were firſt deſtroy'd ] and when they had made an 
End of the Inhabitants of Seir, every one belpt to deſtroy ano- 
ther, till they were all deſtroy'd. 

SO will the Lord fight for his People, he will cauſe the 
Sword of ſome of their Enemys, to be ſheath'd againſt others of 
them, till they are totally deſtroy d. So that the Saints may 
fit ſtill, and ſee the Salvation of the Lord; for tho ll their 
Enemys have conſulted together with one Conſent, and are Con- 
federate againſt them, to cut them off from being any more re- 
membred ,, The Tabernacles of Edom, and the I{hmaelites, of 
Moab and the Hagarenes | baſe and mungrel Apotates and Pro. 
fejors] tho Gebal and Ammon, and Amaleck, the Philiſtines, 
wth the Inhabitants of Tyre, and Aſſur alſo is joyn'd with them, 
[a vaſt and unruly Crew of profane Wreehes| to help the Chil- 


Ammon and Moab, ſtood cf againſt the Inhabitants of Mount 


dren of Lot Ae them, yet the Lord will ſave his People, 
and cauſe all theſe 

of bis Brother in Iniquity, SO will he make them like a 
Whee/, or turn them over till they are conſumd by the Sword, 
one of his ſore Judgments here intended. by the Word Over- 
turn. 


their Enemys to fall eve one by the Sword Hag. 2.2: 


* 


2dly. By 


Pſ. 83. 4. &c. 
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(65) 
diy. By Storms will the Lord overtarn the Kingdom of An- 
ticbrilt; Great and Dreadful Storm will God ſend abroad in 
all the Earth, by which he will fhatrer, yea turn over all Per. 
ſons and Things that ſtand in the way of his Kingdom; God 
has flormy Winds in ſtore, by which he will fa/fl/ this his Word; 
during all theſe zhreec laſt Periods, againſt all theſe three Ene- 
mys of Chriſt will be ſent down prodigious Storms, full of the 
Indignation and Diſpleaſure of the Moſt High. Hence ſaith 
the Prophet, Tho' the Lord be flow to Anger, yet he is great 
in Power, and will not at all acquit the Wicked, — which way 
(may ſome ſay) will he come in to deſtroy them? O, ſaith he, 

'l be Lord bath bis way in the Whirlwind, and in the Storm, in 
the way of theſe Fudgments will he come to conſume his Ad- 
verſarys, and to make an utter End of his Enenys; And truly 
of late God hath ſhown much of his Power, and Wrath by the 
Storms and 1empeſts he hath ſent abroad in the World; The 
Voice of the Lord in his Storms hath been Terrible, and made 
the Stouteſt Hearts to quake ; He hath broken many Ships of 
Tarſbiſb (the Sea) and made the Inhabitants of ſtrong Places 
to fear, nor will he ceaſe utterly or totally the Srorms he hath 
begun to ſpeak by, till che whole Earth is overturn d, and made 
meet for his Will; Tho' after this or that Storm, may come a 
Calm, which will cauſe many to ſay , r the Bitterneſs of 
Death threatn'd by theſe Storms, is over ; Yet (hall the hir. 
ler. 30. 23, 24. wind of the Lord go forth with Fury, a Continuing Whirlewind 
ſhall it be, it ſhall continue till it has done its Work; it hall 
fall with Pain upon the Head of the Wicked, The fierce Anger 
of the Lord ſhall not return until he bave done it, and until he 
have perform d the Intents of his Heart; in the latter Days ye 
ſhall conſider ir; I pray God we may do ſo, for now is the 
Lord coming forth in the ftormy Whirlwinds of the South, to 
make an End of his Enemys, and to overturn the Strength of 
his Adverſarys: And this is another of thoſe Means by which 
God will turn over the Kingdom of Antichriſt vig. by Storms. 
2dly. By his Spirit will God overturn thoſe that oppoſe 
Ia. 59. 14. him; When the Enemy ſhall come in like a Flood (thinking to 
Rev. 12. 15. deſtroy the Woman, or poor perſecuted Church of Chriſt) then 
Rev. 11. II. Hall the Spirit of the Lord (at the riſing again of his 3 
. lift up a Standard againſt him: The Floods of Enmity 
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Error by which he thought to overwhelm, the Saints, ſhall be 
powerfully refiſted and overcome by the Spirit of the Lord: 


So we tind when Saints are diſcourag'd, by reaſon of their low Zech. 4. 6.7. 


Condition, and want of Succours in the World, This is the 
WVord of the Lord umo them, Not by Might, nor by Power, but 


» by my Spirit ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, will I remove Mountains 


of Difficulty, and overturn all that ſtands in the way of my 
People; and the ſame thing the Holy Apoſtle tells us, when 
ipeaking of the deſtruction of Antichriſt, he ſays that zhe Lord 
ſhalt om him toith the Spirit of his Mauth. There ſhall be 
ſuch a Power of the Holy Spirit ſeen and felt in the laſt days, 


that Spirit which no Gain-ſayers ſhall be able to reſiſt, as that Acts. 6. 10. 


it ſhall totally filence, make an end of, or oe turn the unclean 


Sp1rits that come out of the Mouth of the Dragon, the Beaſt, Rev. 16. 13. 


and the Falſe Prophet; at which time ſhall there be no more 


an unclean, deceiving or deſtroying Syurit to prevail in all the Zech. 13. 2 


Earth. 

Thus have I briefly ſpoken of the three ways or means, by 
which Antichriſt's Kingdom is to be overthrown; Ir will be 
overturn'd by the Sword, Storms, and the Spirit: Now I have 
not diſtinaly ſpecity'd Fire, or made that a means by ir ſelf, 
tho? it will be much us'd to this End, becauſe this is included 
in all the other ways; Fire attends the Sword, and Fire there 
will be in the Storms, yea, there will not be wanting Fire in 
thoſe miniſtrations of the Spirit, by which the Kingdom of An- 
tichriſt will be overturn'd. 

The Sword we all know is attended with Fre; The mur- 
dring Pieces which are made uſe of in the Bartles of theſe 
Laſt Days, ſpeak dreadfully by Fire and Smoke; There is a 
Fre God has to conſume his Adverſaries, which accompanys- 
the Stoord, hence he ſays, By Fire and Sword (they are joyn'd 


together) will the Lord plead with all Fleſh, and the lain of the Iſa. 66; 18. 


Lord will be many. 
The Storms in which he comes are alſo attended by Fire, ſo 
we read in the Verſe before that laſt nam'd, Beho/d the Lord 
will come with Fire, and with bis Chariots like a Whirlwind, „, 15. 
to render bis Anger with Fury, and his Rebukes with Flames of 
Fire. His Storms will be mingl'd with Fire, Hence we read, 
Upon the wicked he ſhall rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, and an Pla, 11. 16. 


ible 


(8) 
horrible Tempeſt, this ſhall be the Portion of their Cup. This 
Puniſhment ſhall not be unlike that of Sodom and Gomorrah : 
Natum 1. The Lord in ſome of thoſe Storms in which he hath his way, 
4, 5, 6, to. will caſt down ſuch Fires as ſhall make the Sea dry, and dry 
up the Rivers, and the moſt fruitful Places : Yea and devour 
even the Drunkards as ſtubble fully dry. | 

Nor will there be wanting Fire in the Miniſtration of the 
Spirit; He will be a ſpirit of burning, not only to purify the 
Saints; but to conſume the Adverſarys alſo: When the Spirit 
Rev, 11, 11. of Life (hall enter again into the Witneſſes, then ſhall proceed 

Fire out of their Mouths to burn up their Enemys : Then will 
Jer. 5- 14. God make the Word in the mouth of his People as Fire, and their 
Enemies as Wood, and it ſhall devour them. Hence, when the 
Apoſtle ſaith, the Lord ſhall conſume Antichriſt with the Spitit 
of bis Mouth, he adds, and ſhall deſtroy him with the brightneſs 
of bis coming; There will be ſuch a brightneſs, ſuch a Light, 
and Fire proceeding from the Spirit of God, as none of the 
Antichriſtian Spirits ſhall be able to oppoſe, or ſtand before, 
but it ſhall 6477 them all up. 8 

Thus will Fire be us'd, in all the deſolating Judgments God 
will bring on the World; yea ſuch a Fire is already kindPd in 
his Anger, as ſhall burn unto the loweſt Hell, and ſhall conſame 
the Earth with her Increaſe, and ſet on fire the Foundations 1 
2 Pet. 3. lo. he Mountains, ſo that the Earth and the works thereof ſhall be 

burnt up, yea, the Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat; 
v. 7. for the Heavens and the Earth which are now, are Rept in 
Store, reſerv'd unto Fire againſt the day of Judgment and 
Perdition of ungod/y Men; An univerſal Conflagration there 
ſhall be in the World, which (as has been well obſerv'd of old) 
will at laſt be burnt u, becauſe of its Lukewarmnefs, as it 
Dr. Ho!ms. was formerly drown'd becauſe of its Laft : This Conflagration 


ia. 4. 4. 


Dur. 32. 22. 


Dr. Burnet. of the World has been notably diſcourſt by ſundry great Men, 


Dr. Edwards. 


Wc and can be queſtion'd by non? whoſe Faith ſtands in the word 


of God, where we read ſo much of it, as may Convince the 
moſt Obſtinate; but I ſhalf now only name zhree Texts from 
three ſeveral Penmen of holy Writ, a P/almift, a Prophet, and 
an Apoſtle, all which confirm this Truth: Our God (faith the 
Fla. 30. 3. Pſalimiſt, he) hall come and ſhall not keep Silence, a Fire ſhall 


20 before him, and it ſhall be very tempeſtuous round about him, 


anſwer 


penſatic 
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it by the Sword, he will overturn it by Storms, he will over. 


There are Other Names paralell unto theſe three, by which 


. Pruning-hooks into Spears, for inthe laſt days this Alarm will 


brought down. C Winds 


CP 2 
anſwerably to which the Prophet alſo affirms, it is the Lords 
determination that all the Earth ſhall be devour'd by the Fire of Zeph. 3. 8. 
bis — z and this is the ſame thing the Apoſi/e tells us, | 
when he faith, the Lord Feſas (at his ſecond Coming) hall be 2Thel. 1. 8. 
reveal d from Heaven in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on his 
Adverſarys, who ſhall then be Conſum'd by thoſe bright Ap- 
pearances, by which his Saints ſhall be comforted. | 

And thus have I ſhown thoſe three ways and means, by which 
God will overturn the Kingdom of Antichriſt , he will overturn ' 


turn it by his Spirit; with each of which, ſuch fiery Dif- 
penſations ſhall go forth, as ſhall burn up the World, and 
ſo prepare a meet Habitation for the Saints of the Moſt High. 


theſe Scourges are call'd, ſome of which I ſhall briefly 
recount unto you. | 

Of the ſame Import with the three foremention'd Judgments, 
by which God will overturn the Kingdom of Antichriſt, are 
Wars, Winds, and the Word, theſe anſwer to the Sword, 

Storms, and the Spirit, and in other Phraſes explain their 
further meaning. 

Wars (of which theSword is expreſſive) and rumours of Wars, 83 
hall abound in the Earth in the laſt days; theſe our Saviour Nat. 23. 7 
hath frequently foretold, and the whole courſe of 838 runs Luke 21. 90 
this way, in prediQting what Wars and Fightings of Kingdom a- 
gainſt Kingdom, and Nation againſt Nation, the World ſhall be 

d with in the latter days, when there (hall be many Battles of 
the Warriors, with confus'd Noiſe, and Garments roll'd in Blood. | 
Before that time when War ſhall ceaſe, before the Peaceful Reign 
of Chriſt, when Swords ſhall be beat into Plow-/hares, and Spears Ifa. 2. 4. 
into Pruning-hooks , the —_— foretells a time and times, ; 
when the Plow-ſhares muſt be beat into Swords , and the Joel 3. 10. 


be given, Proclaim ye this &nong the Gentiles prepare War, . 9. 
make up the mighty men, let all the men of War draw near, let 
them come up: Great Wars and Fightings among Nations and 
People will there be, by which thoſe who S_ their Terror Ezck. 32. 25 
in the Land of the Living, \hall go down to Hell, with their 21. | 
Weapons of War, &e, And ſo Antichriſts Kingdom ſhall be 


— — 


: | ( 10 ) | A 
Winds there will blow in abundance, and thoſe (which we will? 
before Expreſt by Szorms) ſhall Iſſue forth with ſuch Fury and them, 
Terror, as will both Amaze and Deſtroy the Enemys of aur there 
Pla. 135. J. Lord Jeſus Chriſt; God will bring the Wind out of bis tho* ch 
Iſa. 41. 16. Treaſuries, Winds which ſhall carry away, and Whirlwinds "The 


which. ſhall ſcatter his Enemys : What God threatn'd by his and th 
Prophet of old, hath not yer had its. full accompliſhment, and and I/ 


therefore we muſt expect againſt all Antichriſtian power, and The 
Jer. 4. 12, 13, hot only againſt Zeruſalem, a dry Wind of the bigh Places in the preach 
Wilderness, not to fan; nor tocleanſe, even a full Wind, or a tor the 


Wind fuller of Judgments, than any have yet been; ſuch ter day 
Windse ſhall come upon the Kingdom of Antichriſt, profeſſing the Ea: 


zZzũs well as profane, as ſhall totally overturn it: This is expreſs- jecled | 
Dan. 2. 34. ly affirm'd by Daniel; The Iron (faith he) the Clay, the Braſs, rd © 
the Sz/ver, and the Gold; | the main ftrepgrh of Antichriſt Gloriou 

ſhall be broken to pieces together, and become like the chaff o World, 


RM the Summer threſhing Floors, (but how ſhall this be? why) the of the 
| Wind hall carry them away, that no place ſhall be found for before i 
[ them, and the ſtone that ſmote. the Image (of Antichriſt) ſhall or Re ſt 
0 become a great Mountain, and fill the whale Earth. What God had beet 
1 once did becauſe of a Prophet who partially abandon d his work, he gives 
it he will much more violently do unto the Apoſtatia d race of pre- will the 
| tended Chriſtians ; The Lord will ſend out great Winds into the two-ede? 
Sea, and there will be mighty. Tempeſts in the Sea, ſo that rhe and Spir 
Jonah 1. 4. § nc will be like to he broken. Yea, and ſuch mighty Winds there found to 
will be (ſome Specimens of which, we have of. late ſeen) as Heart. 

ſhall ſhake Perſons, Habitations, and Strong Places of the Earth, - a 

(even all that are not founded on the Rock Chriſt ) in ſuch a 


Mar.7.26,27. manner as there ſhall be little Security for them, tho they ſeem fach Cor 

7 N po the anne ls then _ — take _ __ _ = 
b. 27, 19. of the rich Men, and Tempeſts. ſhall teal them away inthe Night, Wl when? 

— 21. : the Faſt-Wind al o ſhall — —— and as a Storm ] out of Zi 
burl them out of their Places; fa God ſhall caſt upon all that Fl and make 
oppoſe him, and not ſpare ; and tho ſuch would fain flee out of Other 
his Hand, and will Cry to the Rocks, and Mountains to hide them former, a 

Rev. 6. 16. Jrom bis Furious Storms, and Windy Tempeſts, yet ſhall their relt of An 
Deſtructious come upon them, and God will diſtribute Sorrows in Emmity. 


Job. 21. 17. 5 Anger; they ſhallbe as Stubble before the Wind, and as Chaff i the Sword 


18. that the Storm carrierb away z yea, in very truth Serbs labirants; 
- ; | .VN 


* * 
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at 


lee: Can PF K | 
will theſt'ro;ndy Storms and Tempeſts be, that in the proſpect f 
them, even the.Gedly may well pray for Preſervation under them. Pfa. 55. 6. 8. 
there being but a _ as to the outward Security of ſuch, al- 
tho che HSD ſhall be ſafe in theday of the Lords fierce anger. Tep. 2. 2+ 3. 
"The Word is another means of the overturning of Antichriſt, 
and this anſwers ta the Spirit; as the Winds unto the Storms, 
and Wars unto the Sword, ſo doth the Word anſwer to the Spirit. 
The Sprrir of God will make uſe of his Word written, and 
preacht, in the Holy Book, and in the Mouth of his Servants, 
tor the ovefturnng of the Kingdom of Antichriſt :: In the lat- 
ter days che Word of the Lord ſhall run and be gloriſi d in all 2 Theſ. 2. 2. 
the Earth, it ſhall have a free courſe, and tho row. it be re- 
jecled by moſt, and they have no pleaſure in it; yet, when the Jer. 8. 9+ 
124d of rhe Kingdom (or the 96245 the glad Tidings of the 
Glorious Kingdom of Chriſt) which is to de exalted in the Mat. 24. 14. 
World, when this ſhall be preacht (as it will be toward the En-Il 
of the World) in all the Earth, then ſhall Antichriſt fall down 
before it: The nearer there is · an approach of the Sabbari/m, 
or Reſt prepar d for the People of God, of which the Apoſtle 
had been before ſpeaking, the more will that Lofty Character 
he gives of the Word of God be underſtood; the Word of God 
will then be found to be quick and powerful, ſharper than any — 
two-edg*d Sword, piercing, even to the droiding aſunder:of Soul Heb. 4. 12. 
and Spirit, and of the Foynts and Marrow, and then will it be 998 
found to be a diſcerner of the Thoughts, and Intents of the 
Heart. When the Word ſhall be edg'd. by the Power of the 
2 as in thoſe days is foretold, then ſhall there be ſuch 
ucceſs attending it, ſuch Conqueſts made over Antichriſt by it, 
fach Companys brought over to Chriſt thereby, as 'never yet 
wete known in the World! Thus ſaith the F/almiſt divinely, 
when the Lord ſhall ſend forth the Rod (or Word) of his ſtrength 5 
out of Zion, rhen will be bothi-rule in the midft of bis Enemies, Pla. 119-237 
and make his People willing in that day o bis. Power: nas, 
Other Names of thefe Calamities {ti 


I anſwrerable to the 
former, are Enmity, Earthquakes, and Errors, by which the 1 nte- 

reſt of Antichriſt ſhall in the laſt days receive irs overthravige. 
Emmitys will abound exceedingly in all the Earth, whence 
the-Sword comes to be drawn, and Wars to atiſe among its In- 
habitants: God will ſend. — Spitit of — the 
2 owers 


(12) 

„Powers that uphold the Antichriſtian Intereſt , a perver/e Spi. 

* 29. 14+ rit will he mingle among them, by which they ſhall Ye — 

contend /o with each other, az that at laſt they ſhall be con. 

ſum'd one by another. Thus is it foretold exactly by Daniel, 

Dan. 2. 41, that the K ingdom of Antichriſt ſhall be divided, or ſplit by Ex. 

mitys into Partys, ſo that, tho' it retain the ſtrength of Iron for 

a time, yet at laſt it /ha// not be able to ſtand, but will be brought 
to Deſolation. 

Earthquakes alſo will abound then, which may well be Ex. 
peed when ſuch Storms, and Winds ſhall be felt as will be 
made uſe of to overturn the Kingdom of Antichriſt : Each of 
the zbree laſt Periods of time lately made known to us, will 
be attended with fearful Earthquakes : And indeed ſuch Shocks 
of late the Earth has felt in Iza/y, and other Parts, as may 
well alarm us, and ſtir us up to be expecting more ſuch Con- 
Rev. 16. 10. vulſions in the Bowels of the Earth: Great Earthquakes there 

will be in the Sardian or 5th Church-State, which will termi. 

nate in an Overthrow of ſome Seats of the Beaſt ; Great 

Rer. 11. 13. Earthquakes - will follow in the Philade/phian or 6th Church 
State, which will make the remaining part of his Power to 

Rev. 11. ul, tremble; and ſuch Earthquakes in the Laodicean or 7th Church. 
Rev. 16. 18. State, eſpecially at the cloſe of it, /o mighty an Earthquake, 
and ſo great, as has not been ſince Men were upon the Earth: 

Math, 24. J. Then will be fulfill'd what our Lord has foretold , and many 
Math. 13. 8. of his Prophets have ſpoken of, great Earthquakes here will be 
Luke. 21.11. ix diverſe Places; The Lord will ſhake violently the Earth, and 
its Inhabitants, yea he will ſhake them out of their places, ſo 

that they ſhall no more remain (in Statu quo) as before, to be 

Nuſeances unto his People. Then, what God threatn'd to 

Ariel, will be fulſill'd upon [ rerz] the Earth, Thow ſbalt be 

Lia, 20. 6, Viſtted of the Lord of Hoſts with Thunder, and with Earth- 
9 % quakes, and great Noiſe, with Storm and Tempeſt , and the 

If. 2, 19,21, Fame of devouring Pre , Inſomuch that the Earth and its Foun- 
ch. 24. 18. dations ſhall be ſhaken z yea, the Lord will not only ſhake the 
Earth and its Inhabitants, but alſo the Heavens ſhall be ſhaken, 

Hag.2.6,7, and the Sea and the dry Land, yea al! Nations will the Lord 
Heb.12.27, ſhake, and then ſhall the Lord Chriſt (the deſire of all Nati- 
28. ons) come, and his Glorious Kingdom, which can never be ſha- 


ken, ſhall be ſet up, and remain. Thus will it be whex the 
Throne 


Mar. 23. 14. 


the toho, 
when ( 
which h 
upon th 


—_— ww ' 7” oc” 


. 78 7 nn EY. .A& 3. 3 28 as io liomrs todd 


fs 


a N F 


(13 Y 


Throne of Chriſt. is to be Exalted, and the Temple of God her. 1 n 


be agen d, then will there be Lighinings, and Voices, and Thun- 
drings.,. and ſuch an Earthquake and great Hail, by which a 
clear overturn. ſhall. be given to the Antichriſtian intereſt, 

Erroxs alſo ſhall abound in the Laſt Days, by which Multi- 
tudes, Multitudes _— 3 Thoſe who will not receive. 
the Truth in. the Love of it, ſhall be left by the = of God, 2 Theſ. 2. 
and darkn'd fo as to an underſtanding of the Word of God, that 10. 12. 
they ſhall be given over to believe Lies, that they may be damn d. 
Thus are we told, that unclear ſpirits ſhall 55 out of the Rev. 16. 13. 
Mouth of the Dragon, the Beaſt and the falſe Prophet, to de- 14. 
ceive, and delude the Nations of the Earth; And how can it 
but be thus? If the ſpirit. of God withdraw. from Men, and. 
if the word of God is hid unto them, they muſt of courſe fall 


into Errors, in the. Greatneſs of which they will aſſuredly go 


aſtray , and. ſo come to their End; and a miſerable End, God 
knows, it will be; unto which yet many in this Age ſeem to be 
gladly running, thoſe eſpecially who are under the Conduct of 
Women (or Effeminate Teachers, ) ſuch Leaders of the People 10 JETT 
muſt needs cauſe them to err, and they that are led of them, are ch. 9. 16. 
deſtroyd; ſuch Prophets (7ow, as of old) cauſe People to err, If. 28. 7.- 
by Wine, Whoredoms and Lier; By the Error of the wicked, ch. 23. 12. 
the moſt are, and will be led away, whoſe /atter End will be Mic. 3. 5- 
worſe than their beginning; a Spirit of Error is already gone _ * 
abroad in the Earth, after which moſt run greedily, and there- — = 
by run themſelves into Ruin, nor is this ſtrange, for this is one 1 Tim. 6. 
of the ways by which the Enemys of Chriſt muſt be in the 10. 21. 
laſt Days overturn d. 

In order to a further Illuſtration of theſe three Scourges by 
which God will overturn Antichriſt, I ſhall again turn unto that 
remarkable Paſſage in Iſaiab, which has been before made uſe 
of; Fear (faith he) and the Pit, and the Szore are upon thee, Ia. 24; 17.- 
O Inbabitant of the Earth! It is moſt evident to any diligent 
Obſerver, that God in this Place is threatning the Liverſal 
Overturxiag of the Earth *, not of one part of it ozly, but of ® gee v. 1. Ge. 
the tobole is he here * where he tells us, as the Seaſons 
when (of which we have before heard) /o the Scourges by 
which he. will accompliſh this Dreadful Work ; He will bring 
upon the Inhabirants of the Earth Frar, which well anſwers — 

the 


— — ᷑ͥ ſ—m—— 


— 


— — — TT — 2 ——— — IO 


— 
— 


CO — — —— — >= — Cos —— — LE WO I 
wt” N — ͤ——k— — — 2:5 


4 
ö 


. 18. 


Luke 21. 


V. 25. 


V. 26. * 


the Sword, Wars and Eumiiy, all which bring Fear along wich 


' Windows from on High are 
down theſe Evils on the Inhabitants of the Earth, in order to 
. * overturn them, whence he adds | an 
Earth do ſhake ; | yea]the Earth is | to be by theſe Judgments 
uiteriy broken, clean difſol#d, the Earth is | hereby to be] mov 


r 


them: The Pit alſo ſhall. be open'd for them by Storms, Winds 
and Eartbquakes ; and in the Snare ſhall they be taken, the 
Spirit of God, with-holding from them an underſtanding of his 
ord, whereupon they fall into Errors, the moſt fatal of Snares, 
in which Souls, being caught, periſh. for ever. „ 
Yea, ſo Effectual ſhall theſe three Scourges be to accompliſh 


the overturning of all Antichriſt's Followers, that what one 


miſſes of pertorming, the her, or the 18ſt, ſhall certainly 


bring about; Hence faith the ſame Prophet, Ir ſha/! come to paſs, 


that he who fleeth from the Noiſe of Fear | he who is not fo 
tertity'd by the Sword, Wars and Enmity, as thereby to be 
overturn'd, yet he] hall fall into the Pit [he is in danger of 
periſhing by Storms, Winds, and Earthquakes, which if yet he 
eſcape | and cometh up out of the midſt of the Pit, yet ſhall be 
be taten in the Snare — ſpirit of God ſhall ſo with- hold his 
Eyes from ſeeing the Light of his word, that he ſhall fall into 
Errors, by whieh his Soul ſhall be ard and taken] for the 
open | God looks down, and rains 


and the Foundations of the 


exttedingly. The Earth ſhall reel to and fro like a Drunkard, 
and ¶ not only ſhall it reel and totter, but it alſo | ſhall be re- 
modo d like a Cottage, and the Tranſgreffion thereof ſhall be bea- 
vy upon it, and it ſhall fall, and not riſe again into that ſinful, 
ſorrowful State, in which it was before : Theſe three fore Judg- 
ments will compleatly overtzrn its preſent Evil Conſtitution. 
Of the ſame thing, our Lord himſelf ſeems to ſpeak, when 
accounting for the End of the World, he intimates, by what 
means tlie oberturning of it thall be accompliſh'd ; ſuch terri- 
ble Phæ nome na, Taith he, or Appearances there ſhall be; as ſhall 
firſt of all introduce Fear in a more violent degree than is uſu- 


al: Then ſhall we ſee Mer's Hearts failing them for Fear, and 


for leoking after thoſe Things which are coming on the Earth, for 
the Powers of Heaven ſhall be ſhaken : Such ſhaking work there 
Mall be, as ſhall bring a pannick Fear into the boldeſt Breaſts ; 
moſt,” of thoſe eſpedally, ho have ſtruck with Hand or 
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Tongue, the Prophets of tlie Lord, ſhall be Magor-Miſabrb, 
full of Fears, ſurrounded with Fears. Nor. ſhall the Pit be 
leſs dangerous, .whence our Lord afterward cautions his Fol- 
lowers, as one would do his deareſt Friends in danger of falling 
into a Pit: And take beed to your ſelves | ſaith he, beware of 
falling into the Pit ſo many periſh in] /eſt at any time your 


Jer. 26; 4. 


Hearts be .overcharg'd with Surfeiting and Drunkenneſs, and © ** 


Cares of this Life, and ſo that day come upon you unawares : 
This Caution in very truth is extreamly ſcaſonable ; People to 
get rid of their Fears, are ready to take ſuch irregular Courſes, 
as may indanger them at znatares to fall into the Pit of De- 
ſtructions; from whence whoever eſcapes, yet ſhould he be on 


his watch, For as a Snare hall it (that is, Deſtruction) comg v. 35. 


on all them that dwell on the face of the whole Earth. 

This is what I am perſwaded of, that by one or other, or all 
of theſe three, the Antichriſtian Party ſhall be oberturn d; 
ſome will die of Fear, more will fall into the Pit, and all the 
reſt will be ſo intangl'd by the Snare that there will be no eſca- 
ping for them: He that flys from one, ſhall be taken by the 
other, or be overturnd by the laſt of theſe three: Sd that by 
theſe ways and means there will be a clear overturning of the 
Power and Kingdom of Antichriſt, | 

And now, that I may put a Period to this Particular, I ſhall 
only briefly allude to a Paſſage, which may confirm the account 
given of theſe three ways and means by which Antichriſt is to 
be overturn'd : We read in Holy Writ, that when the Zeruſa- 


em Glory is to come down, the ways that God will take to Zech. 12. 2. 


deſtroy the Adverſarys of his Church are tremblings, and break- 
ings, and hurnings, which bear ſome proportion ro the three 
Scourges already ſpoken of: He will begin firſt by Fear, 
When they are moſt raging againſt his Church, then ſhall it be 
aCup of Trembling to them; that is, a great Fear ſhall ſeize 
his Adverſarys as if they had taken Cups full of Trembling: 
Beſides which, they ſhall be broken in pieces, and made m 


ond blind, by which means they ſhail be in danger (as mad and v. 3. 4. 3. 


blind Beaſts are) of the Pit, whereinto by the. ſtrength of. the 
Lord of Hoſts they ſhall be thruſt ; and furthermore, they ſhall 
be /nar*d unto their Ruin and burnt, as is a Wood by. hidden 
Fire, or a Sheaf by a Torch of Fire; ſo ſhall the Enemys of 
| 7 1 ung 
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. Chriſt and his Peo le be devour'd ON the reebt hand and ON the 


left, and then ſhall the Glorious and Beloved City be os 
even the New Feruſalem, in which Peace and Salvation ſhal 


Thus will God both find out, and make uſe of means ſuffi. 
cient to overturn the whole Intereſt of Antichriſt; He will 
overturn it by a threefold Scourge, whence he ſays three times 
in the Text, I will overturn, overturn, overturn it, that is, 
by three ways and means it ſhall be done; and this is the laſt 
reaſon why the Word overturn is thrice mention'd, to point out 
the treble means God will make uſe of to accompliſh his Work: 


Of which having ſpoke ſo diſtinctly before, Iwill now only 


give this ſhort Scheme, and ſo cloſe this head of Diſcourſe. 


A View of the threefold Scourge by which God 
| will overturn Antichriſt, 


C1 g ySword (Wars Enmity Frar Y Tremblingsy 
3 8 = Win Erna Pit ee ; 
« 38 ) Spirit (Mord Y Errors Snare )Burnings ) 


Having thus at large ſpoken of the Author, the Certainty, 
and Nature of thoſe Deſolations God will bring upon Anti- 
chriſt ; I ſhall now proceed to ſhew 5 

4thly. The Iſſue of all; what will be the Event, End or 


* 


Concluſion of theſe Overtarninęs on the Kingdom of Antichriſt 


in the World, this is plainly told us in the Text, [ It hall be no 
more] there ſhall be no more any Dominion, Power or Autho- 
rity remaining in the World, that ſhall be able to make head 
with any Succeſs, againſt the Intereſt of Chriſt; in this reſpett 
God will do by the whole Intereſt of Antichriſt, as he threatn'd 
to one provoking Family, toben he begins to overturn it, be will 


5 vans; 3.02, alſo make an end, he will go through with it, make ſure Work 
Nah. 1. 9. 


of it, as we ſay, he will make an utter end of it; ſo that 
Afiittions or Deſolations need not ariſe a. freſh, to perfect the 
Work. Not that we are hereby to imagine, that all the Force 
of Antichriſt ſhall be deſtrey'd at once, no, twill be a gradus/ 
Work, as we have heard, fo ſhall it be ſeen, to receive ſever! 
blows at variout Times, in the Exd of which, the whole 
of that Dominion which oppoſes its ſelf unto Cn 0 
; of 
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deſtroy'd, and taken away; when Deſolations have gone round, 
when they have had their Courſe, when the Enemys have been 
made like a Whee/, turn'd over, and over, and ver again. then 
ſnall the Kingdom and Dominion of Antichriſt be zo more in 
all the Earth. 

Thus are we made to beliere from abunJance of Scriptures; 
ſome of which I ſhall g/ean in their order to confirm this com- 
fortable Truth: This the P/a/mf? torefaw, when he burſt our pg, 9. 6, 
into that Inſu/r, which all the Saints (in the day of Antichriſts 
overthrow) ſhall caſt upon him: O tho Enemy ! deſtrudtions 
are come to a perpetual End, thou haſt deſtroy'd many, but 
now thou ſhalt deſtroy 0 more, tor now are deſtructions come 
upon thee which will make a compleat end of thee; ſo ſays 
the verſe before, Thou O moſt High !] baſt deſtroy'd the Mich, ® 
thou haſt put cut thein Name for Ever, and Ever. This he 
ſpeaks as foreſeeing the day of Antichtiſts compleat overthrow 
there ſhall be (ſaich he) no Name, Power, or Authority of the 
Wicked ones lett; the Man of the Earth ſhall no more then Pla. 10. 18. 
oppreſs, as heretofore he hath oppreſst the poor believer in 
Chriſt ; no, for then will God break tbe arm of the Wicked, . 15 
and of the Evil man, yea he will break in pieces the Oppreſſor, Paal. 72 4; 
ſo that there ſhall be none left to commit Violence, or to Oppreſs 
in all the Earth. Surely we may ſay now, even of ſuch places IG, 5. 7, 
as would yet pretend to be Vineyards of the moſt High, 
There where Men look'd for Judgment, behold Oppreſſion, for 
Righteouſneſs, but behold a Cry ! 

Oppreſfion is an abounding Evil in all the Earth, but now, 
when theſe Overturninzs are accompliſht, it ſhall come to an 
End; Thus ſaith God by the Prophet, hey ſhall not hurt or Ila. 11. 9. 
de roy in all my Holy Mountain; No, there ſhall be no Lion 
there, nor any ravenous Eeaſt ſhall go up thereon, it ſhall not be 
found there ; By which we are to underſtand, that there ſhall 
be a total Riddance made of thoſe Monſters of Men, who Prey 
now (like _— Beaſis) upon their fellow Creatures; but 
then they ſhall not be found ſo to miſchief any, for even the 
0Ficers (that formerly inſulted) ſhall be peace, and the Exaclors Ia. 60; 17. 
(who before oppreſs'd ) hall be Righteouſneſs, inſomuch that 18 
Violence ſhall no more be heard in the Land, nor deſtruction in 
all the Borders of the Earth: hy ſhall they not hurt nor 


deſirop 


Ila. 65. 25. 


(6 18.) 


def roy in all the Holy Mountain: Such a clear Riddance will 
God make of, ſuch an overturning will he give to the Power 


of Antichriſt, that it ſhall not be able to ſtir unto the prejudice 
of the Saints. 

Abundance of glorious Promiſes of this kind there are in Ezekiel, 
unto which I ſhall now not have opportunity to refer you, 
yet may | nor pals by that great aſſurance given of the compleat 
overthrow of all that's Noxious, which the Prophet — in 
theſe fine words; And there ſhall be no more (faith he) « 


Ezek. 28.24. pricking Briar unto the bouſe of Iſrael, nor ary grieving Thorn 


v. 25. 
v. 26. 


of all that are round about them, that deſpis'd them, and they 
ſhall know that I am the Lord God; Yes in truth will they, 
they will aſſuredly know the Lord to be their God, when he 
ſhall zbxs have remov'd all that Offended, all that Deſpicd 
them; and as if this were not enough, after he has promis'd the 
gathering together of his Saints, to the Land prepar'd for them, 
he adds, and they ſhall dwell ſafely therein, and build Houſes, and 
plant Vineyards, and what! be afraid that the Increaſe thereof 
will fall to the ſhare of zhe Kings ſet over them becauſe of their 
fins, who had dominion over their Bodys, and over their 
Cattel, at their pleaſure, and 10 brought them into great diſ- 
rreſs, as the Saints of old ſadly complain'd, zo, there ſhall 
be no ſuch fears, uo ſuch feelings, upon the People of God, 
for] they ſhall dwell with Confidence, when the Lord hath ex. 
ecuted Judgment upon all thoſe that deſpiſe them, or ſpoil'd 
them, round about them, and = ſhall know (faith the moſt 
High) that I FEHOV AH am their God. Thus will it be 
in the day of the Lords Sacrifice, when he ſhall have cut off, 
and turn d over, all that Intereſt that oppoſes his Heritage, it 
ſhall be no more indeed ! No more able to hutt, or in the leaſt to 

damage the Saints of the moſt High. | 
Mot divinely doth Daniel aſſert this in his relation of the four 
Monarchys, both under the Image of a Man, where he tells us 
that the whole ſtrength of all Power oppoſite to Chriſt, let 
it be made up of never ſuch laſting Metals, iir mill. all be 
broken to pieces, and ſo driven away that 20 Place ſhall be 
found for it in the World; which thing he reaſſerts when he 
repreſents the ſame Monarchys by four frightful Beafts of prey, 
where he tells us, they ſha/l be ſlain, and deſtroy'd, and given 
to 
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(19) | 
to the burning flame, and their Dominion ſhall be taken away, v. 26. 
and conſum'd and deſtroy'd in the End : Tho the power of 
Antichriſt be never ſo firmly P/anred or highly Exalted to ſee 
to, yet ſhall be come to his End, and-none ſhall help him; this 
is the word of the Lord concerning Antichriſt. On which 
account, well may we take np that Exclamation of the Prophet, 
Behold upon the Mountains, ibe feet of him that bringeth good Nah. 1. 15; 
Tideings, that publiſheth Peace, O Judah keep thy ſolemn Feaſts, 
perform thy Vows, for (there's the beſt News in the World 
for thee) the Wicked ſhall no more paſs through thee, be is 
utterly caſt off : There ſhall be a compleat End of all the 
oppreſſors of the Saints, not a Cananite hall be leſt in all the 
Houſe of the Lord; Root and Branch ſhall be burnt up ſaith the 
Lord, ſo that, there ſhall 20 Proud or Wicked Enemys remain. 

And thus have I Explain'd the firſt part of the Text, and 
ſhown what overturning work there will be in all the Earth 
upon the Intereſt of Antichriſt, ſuch and ſo great, as that ze 
ſhall be no more; If this ſeems a myſtery to any, it's yet a 
truth, and in the days of the voice dy ſeventh Angel, when Rey, 10. 5. 
be ſhall begin to ſound | the laſt Wo Joy-Trumpet | this myſtery 
of God (ball be finiſht, as he hath declar'd to his Servants the 

rophets; then ſhall there be 20 more of the Dominion of 
Antichriſt remaining to hurt the Saints, there ſhall be zo more 
Tears, nor Sorrow, nor Cry:ng, neither {hall there be anymore 
Pain, or Curſe unto the Saints of God, but the Kingdoms of the 
World ſhall zhex become the Kingdoms of our Lord Jeſus, he 
will then take to himſelf his great Power, and rule and reign 
in the ſight ot the World, and then ſhall his Throne be exalted 
over all, of which I am of courſe come now to ſpeak in the 
other part of the Text, . 

IL The Continuation of the Deſolations here threatn'd, is 
now to be diſcours d; We have had the Cmmination of them 
at large open d to us; it reſts therefore, that we look into their 
Continuation Which is here aſcertain d: Theſe Overturnings 
muſt continue antil He come whoſe right it is, and I ({aith God) 
will give it, that is, the Dominion, anto Him. So long, till 
this time, muſt theſe Overturnings take place in the Woild, 
until He comes whoſe right the Dominion is, and till it be given 
unto Him : Nor is it — Convulſions and ann 
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( 20) 
ſhould take place until ſuch a time in the World; for, till 
then, the World is our of order, under the Uſurpations of the 
Dragon, the Beaſt, and the falſe Prophet, all the Foundations 
or Props and Pillars of it, are out of Courſe , whence it muſt 
needs follow, that there will be overturning work, until the 
right Heir comes to take Poſſeſſion, until HE comes whoſe right 
it 28, and till the univerſal Dominion be given unto Him. 

Thus long will the Wheel be _— over, unſettling and 
overſetting Judgments will attend the World, Antil HE | that 
is, the Lord Jeſus] come whoſe right it | that is, the Univer- 
ſal Dominion | , and till it be given fo unto him, as that 


all ſhall ſubmit and 755 Homage to Him, who is Lau fal and 


Right ful Heir of all Things, by whom as the World was made, 
fo muſt it be, not only at / times actually, but in due time al. 
ſo vi/ibly govern'd. Yea, and /o govern'd, that the Nation and 
Kingdom that will 1 Him ſhall periſh. yea, thoſe Nations 
fhall be utterly waſted. 

Of this Glorious Vi/ib/e Kingdom of our Lord Chriſt here up- 
on Earth, ir is, from this part of the Text that I ſhall ſpeak; 
a Kingdom] foretold by the Prophets; enquir'd after by the 
Apoſtles , expected by the Saints of former Ages; and tho 
almoſt forgotten, and fo neglected by the Profeſſors of our 
Times, yet is it waited, and pray'd for by the few Faithful Fol 
lowers of the Lamb; it is the hope and deſire of all, who with 
the Spirit, and with Underſtanding, put up that divine Petiti- 
on , Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done in Earth as it is 
in Heaven , which Requeſt (as afterward I may more fully 
thow) has its grand and ultimatereſpeCt unto this Glorious and 
Viſible Kingdom, and Dominion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt up- 
on Earth, until which it will not be accompliſh'd ! 

It is of this Kingdom, this Rule and Dominion of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt | rhe rzghrful and latoful Heir of all Things, who 
has therefore an znd:/putable Fitle unto the Univerſal Govern 
ment | over all the Earth, that I ſhall now, his Grace aſſiſting 
me, diſcourſe unto you; until the ſetting up of which King: 
dom, there will not ceaſe to be a rowling over of Judgments 


in all the Earth; /o long will they continue, till he takes to 
himſelf his rightful Power, and rules and reigns in the „ht of 
all Nations. 80 faith God in the Text, I vill overturn, over. 
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l turn, overturn it, and it ſhall be no more | till when? how 
e long ſhalt the World and its Dominion be turn'd over ?] Ul 
's He come whoſe right it is, and I will give it Hin. | 
ſt In the Explication of theſe Words, there are four Particu- 
e Jars to be inquir'd into; of each of which I ſhall labour to 
t ſpeak diſtinctly, that we may take up the Mind of the Spirit 

herein, ſo far as we are able. 
d 1ſt, Here is a PERIOD fix%d, 9 | 
a 2d% . We have a PERSON nominated, He come 
* 340%. Here isa PROPRIE TT aflign'd, whoſe right it 55) 
7 athly. The POSSESSION is inveſted, and Iwill give it Him.) 
e This is the Diviſion of the Words, to which I ſhall now ſpeak. 
l. Until, till that PERIOD of Time, that He come, the Lord 


id Chriſt, that Glorious PERSON, will He appears, who/e right it 
” #, to Rule and Govern, He having the PROPRIETT over All, 

and till Iwill give it him, till he is inveſted into the POSSES. 
p- SION of all Power, as well v:/ib/y in the fight of the Nations, 


D as atually in his own Perſon ; till then, theſe Overturnings will 
he continue in the World. : 

0 1/2. Let us make ſome Erquiry into the PERIOD here fix d 
ur WM for all the Overturnings in the World, they muſt continue n- 
1 til the Time here ſpoken of; from hence we may note, That 
th There is a fx d Time or PERIOD for all theDeſolations that are 
ti- to come on the Morld; God, who has determin'd the Judgments, 
is has determin'd alſo the Times of their Continuance. So we 


ly read throughout the Word of God, there is a Time appointed Eccl.3.1.3,8. 
nd for every thing, for Killing, War and Judgments, as well as 
p- other things; ſuch and ſuch Times hath God Jet for the Conri- 
nuance of all the Calamitys he ſends to any Perſons, or Fami. 
rd lys, or Nations; The Judgments with which God vifirs-all; 


ho have their Commiſſions tor Continuance; There are ſet Times 
1 decreed for theit Stay. | | 
ng There are, not only appointed Times for Man's Stay upon 


ng- WM Earth, but // his troubleſome Mont hs and weariſome Nights, Job. 14. v. 3 
nts are al ſo appointed unto him; So faith ob moſt divinely in ane with 1 
to place; and in another he tells us, The Pays of Mar's Trouble Jobs 7. 1. 3. 
of are determin'd, the number of hzs Months | of Grief as well 
er. | as Life] are with thee , tho haſt appointed his Bounds that he 

Ra cannot 
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cannot paſs , no more out of Sorrow till the time appointed, 


v. we 


Exod. 9.5,6. 


Fcc1.8.6,7. 


:Pfa, 102. 13. 


than out of the Hold. God has appointed a ſet time for his 
Wrath, tho' we know it not, whence Fob pray'd that he might 
be acquainted with it, O that thou would'ſt appoint Me a ſet 
time, and remember me ! Thou halt ſet a time, I wiſh it might 
be known to me, and kept, and then-a// the Days of that ap. 
pointed Time woald I wait , till my Change come; by which he 
may mean, not only a changing this Life tor another, but a 
change of his A4fiition into Proſperity, which ſhall be brought 
about after the Time ſet tor Judgments is over; as it was in 
this very Saint, Job, his particular Caſe ; when the Time fix d 
for his Calamitys was over; what a bleſſed Charge did he ſee 
in his Circumſtances ? 

What the Lord did by Pharaoh, he does by all upon whom 
he ſends any Judgments ; and the Lord appointed a ſet Time, 


ſaying , To Morrow the Lord ſhall do this thing in the Land; 


and the Lord did that thing on the Morrow. The Lord /ets a 
Time for the Commencement, and for the Continuance allo of all 
his Judgments; and tho* both may be bid from us (on which 
account the Miſery of Man is great upon Earth, becauſe ſuch 
Times and Seaſons are hid from him, inſomuch that he neither 


knows thoſe Judgments that ſhall be, nor ohen they ſhall be)yet 


are they all ſure in the Decree of God; /o long ſhall it be ere 
the World is deſtroy'd, / long a deſtroying; /o long e re the 
Canaanites are conſum'd, ſo long a conſuming; /o long ele the 


Fews go into Captivity, and /o long ſhall they be in Captivity; 


ſo long ſhall it be ere Antichriſt ariſes under the Name of Chri- 
ſtian, and /o long ſhall he oppreſs the Church; /o long e're he 
come to his End, and /o long ſhall Judgments be pour'd on him; 
There is a ſet Time for all Judgments on a//, on Saints, on Sin. 
ners, and until that time over, there will be Terrors from the 
Almighty felt. ä | 
Until this ſer Time is come, till the ſet Time to favour Zion 
approaches, there will be Deſolations in all the Earth; Over- 
turnings we muſt expedt until this ſer Time, this PERIOD here 
fix d is accompliſh'd ; till He comes whoſe right is, and the Do- 
minion be given to Him; until Zion's King comes, Zion mult 
be oppreſs d by — but then, when the joy tul Hour of her 


Redemption is at Hand, this will be the Word of Command, 
Deliver 
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(23) 
Deliver thy ſelf, O Zion, that dwelleft with the Daughter of 
Babylon, Thex ſhall there be Redemption out of all Evil, toben 
the Redeemer comes unto Zion; Until which time, it is our 
Duty to be waiting and poſſeſſing our Souls in Patience, knowing Luke 21.19. 
that the Lord is a God of Fudgment , and of Truth, and will 
not always let the Rod of the wicked reſt on the Back of the 
Righteors, nor will he contend for ever with his People; but 
when he ſees heir Power is gone, and they are ſhut up as to any Put. 32. 36, 
help, then will he judge for them, and come and fave them; In 
the mean time we may warrantably be praying with the Saints 
rd, How long ere 
thou come and take thy Right to thy ſelf, and rule, and reign! 
So may we, ſo ſhould we continually groan, for the coming of 
Him whoſe right the World and Government thereof is, of 
which Glorious Perſon I ſhall (according to the order propos'd) 
now attempt to ſpeak ; and tho? it is but brokenly and imper- 
fectly that I can utter any thing of Him, yer as the Text ob- 
liges me, I muſt make mention of His Name , therefore, 
2dly. Let us make ſome Enquiry after the PERSON here 
nominated, to put an End to all Overturnings, they muſt con- 
tinue till HE come; HE, the great A, HE, who is Lord Acts. 10. 36. 
of all, like unto whom there is none in Heaven, or Earth; 
concerning whom , I hope none is ſo ignorant to ſay, Who 7s 
HE? nor any ſo obſtinate to ſay, Who is HE that I ſhould 
fear Him? HE is here ſo obvious unto all, that I have met 
with no Commentators from whom HE is hid ; Whatever 
other Miſtakes they make in the Text, they all agree here with 
one conſent, to cry up the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Mefiab, for 
this Great HE, that Glorious PERSON, who is to put a Pe- 
riod to all the Overturnings in the World; So ſays one, and 
another, and all, Meas hic promiſſus eft ; Meſſiah is here pro- 
mis'd to come, HE it is who is to come and terminate all 
theſe Overturnings, and till HE, till this Shiloh come, they 
will, they muſt continue. 
It is of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt then, the Son of God, the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs, the Saviour of Sinners, the Prince of the 
Kings of the Earth, the King of Righteouſneſs and King of 
Peace, it is of HIM Iam here to ſpeak ; My Heart is inditing 
a good mutter, I ſpeak of the things which I have made _— Pla, 45. 1; 
© v0 ine 
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( 24) 
the King, wy Tongue would be like the Pen of a ready IWriter, 
\th{t me O Son of God by thy Holy Spirit! and in thy Maje. 
[fy ride proſperoufly on my Words, which do thou inſpire with 


Truth, and Meekneſs, and Righteouſneſs, for the comfort of 


thy People; and yet let them be ſharp as Arrows in the Hearts 
of thine Enemies, O King, that ſo the Pecple may fall under 
hee, and ſubmit themſelves unto thee. 

Wonder not, my Brethren, that on this occaſion I break out 
into ſuck a Kapture, for in very truth a Man had need be in- 
ipird with grear Influences of the Spirit of God when he 
comes to ſpeak of ſo Glorious a PERSON, as our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ZE who is the Darling of Heaven; the wonder of 
Angels; the hope of Hrael; and the great Arbitrator and Com. 
poſer of Differences between God and Man, who will introduc: 
Peace and Righteouſnefs into the World, after all the overturn- 
inge it {hall meet with for its revoltings againit God: Who 15 
Jufficient to ſpeak of this Bleſſed PERSON? Surely the beſt 
mult ſay, our /:ficiency is not of our ſelves, but of God, from 
whom we muſt receive hig Spirit if we ſpeak any thing ſucceſs- 
fully of him. | 

The 2y/tery of Iniquity has its Profunditys, and hard it is 
to fathom them, yer it is but a Creature myſtery,and conſequently 
much more fathomable than the myſtery of Godlineſs (the very 
Center of which is this G/orious PERSON the Lord Jeſus 


1 Tim.3. 16. Chriſt) this is abundantly greater, in as much as it is a Creator 


myſiery, a myſtery of Gods own making, and which therefore 
has Heights, and Depths, Lengths, and Breadths, which no 
Creature can any way Compaſs, or ſo much as Pry into, but 


1 Cor. 2. 10. by the aids of that Spirit robo ſearcheth even the deep things of 


God, on whoſe aid alone depending, let us addreſs our ſelves 
to inquire what is here to be learnt, concerning the moſt excel. 
lent Majeſty of our Lord Jeſus, by whom the Overturnings, 
(which till then will moleſt the Earth) ſhall [when HE comes | 
be terminated, or brought to an end. ; 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and HE only, zs that Glorious 
PERSON, who ſhall put an end to all theſe overturnings at 
bis coming. This is the Propofition we take up from hence, 


than which nothing can be more true; No other, none beſide 


the Lord Jeſus can conclude theſe Convulfions, and HE will 
| put 
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(25) | 

put a Period to them when HE ſhall come; The Eyes of all his 1 K. 1. 20. 
Saints are upon him unto this End; for Him only of all the 
Family of God in Heaven or Earth, hath the Father choſen, and 
ſer apart unto this Service; This is that true E/za&:m, God the Ia. 22. 20. 
Reſtorer of all Things unto that bleſſed State of Ri ÞDreous- Oe. 
neſs and Peace, in which they were firſt made; Upon him 
hargs all the Glory of his Father's Houſe, in which Glory, 
when he ſhall come, then (hall rheſs Dread ful Overturnings 
ceaſe in all the Earth. 

That this moſt comfortable Truth may be well underſtood 
by us, I ſhall here ſpeak ſomewhar diſtinctly of this hrs com- 
ing, to give Peace and Settlement in the Earth. 

The Scriptures mention a firſt and a ſecond coming of our 
Lord Chriſt into the World: In the Faith of rohich the Saints 
of old livd, and dy'd of this they ſpoke, for this they pray'd, 
groan'd, and waited, and in the foreſight of his they rejoyc'd 
with Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory; Hear one tor all, 
how he exults on this Account, Let the Heavens rejoyce, faith 
he, and let the Earth be glad, let the Sea roar, and the 3 W 
thereof, let the Field be joyful, and all that is therein, then ſhall © "ey — 
all the Trees of the Wood rejoyce; [then , when , and why ; 
thould this Unrver/al Foy be exprefs'd ? O, faith he] Before 
the Lord, | or becauſe of the Lord] for HE cometh, for He 
cometh to judge the Earth; He ſhall judge the World with Righ- 
teouſneſs, and the People with bis Truth! It is evident, he not 
only ingeminates the Word He cometh, to ſhow the Certainty of 
his coming, but alſo to confirm to us, the duplicity of his com- 
ing; Hereby is meant as much, that he would come twice, as 
that he would come at a// : HE cometh the firſt time as a Ser- 
vant, a Sacrifice, an Offering for Sin; HE cometh the ſecond 
time as a King, a Judge, an Avenger of himſelt upon Sinners. 
HE cometh the firſt time in a low Eſtate, to be deſpis'd and re- 
jected of Men; HE cometh the ſecond time in _— without 
Sin, unto Salvation, to be admir'd in his Saints, and glority'd 
of all that ſhall behold him : 

Of this rt. fold coming of Chriſt, the Word of God fo ful. 
ly ſpeaks, that the Jews themſelves are hard put to it, to de- 
ny our Saviour to be the Meſſiah, on this very account: When 
they have heen told , that the 1 ſpeak of his _—_ 


v. 13, 


Ifa. 52. 


Acts 17. 6. 


2 in a mean Appearance, and therefore they ſhould not re- 
jet him, tho he came as one ſricten of God, ſmitten, and af- 
flifked, a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Griefs, and not 


Lord and his Servants were ſo far 


( 26) 


in the Pomp and Glory in which they expected the Me fab, 
which State is reſerv'd for his ſecond coming: Hereby they 
have been ſo pinch?d, that they have diſtinguiſh'd the Meſiab 
into , and faid, indeed one ſhould come, and be fo contemp- 
tible, who was to be a Ben-Foſeph, or Son of Foſeph ; but the 
Great Meffab, ſay they, is to come in Glory, and Him they 
call Ben. David, or the Son of David: Now evident it is, to 
all acquainted aright with the Son of God, that this is but a 
Curſed Evaſion of the Jets, and a Trick of the Devil's ſug. 
geſting to make them reject the Lord Jeſus , who is the Onh 
S$h1lob, the Sole Meſſab that was to come, and who came at 
firſt as a Ben-Foſeph, in a poor Conditon, like the Son of Jo. 
ſepb the Carpenter; but at his ſecond _— will ſhow him- 
ſelf to be Ben- David, the Son of David the King, upon whoſe 
Throne HE ſhall then fir, and rule, judging the Nations with 
Equity, and the People with Truth, and of his Kingdom and 
Glory there ſhall be zo End; for tho his viſible Kingdom 
on Earth is limited to a certain Time , yet his Reign and Maje- 
fy ſhall continue for ever; HIS Kingdom here below running 
into Eternity, it being but a Prodromus, or Forerunner of the 
Power and Glory Everlaſting of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God 
Bleſſed Over all for ever-more, Amen | 
In aur Lord Chriſt then, both the Comings of the Me ffah, 
ſpoken of in Scripture, do center; in each of which HE was 
to do a different Work: At his firſt coming HE was to be a 
Propitiation for Sin; but then HE put not an End to the Over- 
zurnings of the World; HE afſum'd not his Right to reign in 
the Face of the Nations; No, theſe Things HE reſerw'd to his 
ſecond coming; HE rather made turnings over of Places, Per- 
ſons, Familys, Citys, Nations, by that his r coming; for 
where HE and his Goſpel came, Diviſions and Convul ſions there 


were in abundance; infomuch, that even after his Aſcention, 


a * only of his Followers got the Name of being Subyerters 
of the whole World: Theſe (ſay their Enemys) that have 
turn'd the World upfide down, are come hither alſo ; Then, out 
from preventing , that they 
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| (27) | 
were taken for the Authors of all the Overtwrninge in the 

World, and at that time it was our Lord ſaid, his Kingdom was 

not of this World ; He * not that HE ſhould have a King - Toh. 18. 36. 
dom in the World; But NOW (faith he) my Kingdom is not 

from hence; So that tis moſt plain, theſe Words of my Text 

were not accompliſh'd by our Lord at his fr ft coming; of which 

I need ſay no more, all the Overturnings in the World for this 
ſeventeen bundred Tears, and all the Contempts that have been 

put upon the Perſon and Authority of our Lord, bearing Wir- 

neſs, that he hath not yet put a Period to Overturnngs, or ta- 

ken to himſelf that Right and Rule here determin'd tor him: 

We do not yet ſee, the World fertl'd, or 4 Things put under Heb. 2. 8. 
J the Feet of our Lord Chriſt, as they ſhall be, and therefore this 
at Text reſts to be fulfill'd, and fulfill'd it will be at his ſecond 
* coming, of which now I addreſs to ſpeak. | 
n 


A 8 EEE. ww 5 at. Bs as 


It is a curious Expreſſion of the Apoſtle , about the foro | 

ſe coming of Chriſt; And again, when be bringeth in the firſt Heb. 1. 6. 
th begotten into the World, he ſaith, and let all the Angels of God 
nd worſhip him. He had before been deſcribing the PERSON of 
m Chriſt, as ro whoſe Eftate, ſaith he, HE zs Heir of all Things, v. 2. 
Je- and as to his 1 » HE is the Brightneſs of the Glory of , 3 
18 God, and his expreſs Image | for *tis of the tohole Godbead he 
he is there ſpeaking, under the Name of the Father, and not of 
od one Perſon only] yet this Divine Perſon, at his firſ? coming in- 

to the World, vaiPd himſelf. Few ſaw his Eſtate or Excel. 
th, /ency, theſe he hid, becauſe then he came to purge our Sins by v. 3. 
vas the offering of himſelf ; bur, faith he, HE 7s again to come in. 
e 4 to the World, and then all the Angels of God ſhall worſhip him, 


er- ſo that the Riches of his Eſtale, and Excellency of his Maje- 
in ſty ſhall hen be ſeen by all; Thus the Words are to be read, 


his not as our Tranſlation ſeems to intimate, that again he faith, 

er- but when he ſhall again bring his firſt Begotten into the World, e, 72 

for When our Lord Jeſus ſhall come again, the ſecond time into the ann cio 

ere 1 World, hen will he come in the Glory of his Father, and of y4yn Toy 
ON, oll bis holy Angels, who ſhall then worſhip him with an Ho. 72*7%Toxery Io 
ters nour, that ſhall draw the Eyes and Reverence of the whole S“ | (| 
ave World unto this Great Lord, both theirs, and ours. And at | | 
Our this time will it be | at this his ſecond coming] that he will ll 
hey put an End to all the Overturnings in the World, ard give "i 
vere Peace and Proſperity unto his People. E 2 ur 1 

| 


Fd 


Luke. 19.12. 


128) 

Our Lord Jeſus (to uſe his own Alluſion) is like 2 certain 
Noble man that is gone into afar Country, to receive for himſelf 
a Kingdom, and to return; None certainly is Noble like Chriſt, 
and gone he is out of the ſight of moſt, into a far Country, ſo 
far off that few can /ee it, yea, very few believe any thing of it, 
but thither he is gone, even to Heaven, where there arrive but fer 
of the World's Nobles as the Apoſtle ſays, or | vix unus Ex 
Centum | ſcarce one in a hundred, as Calvin ſaid; into this far 
Country Chriſt is gone to recerve for bimſelf a Kingdom, which 
HE in the fullneſs of Time ſhall have beſtow'd upon him; a 


| Kingdom of Glory here on Earth where he ſufter'd ; which 


v. 14, 


v. 27. 


Pf. 110. 1. 


v. 5. 


Iſa. 23 9. 
107. 40. 
Pſal. 76.12. 


Zeph. 2. 11. 


which end HE wil! trike through Kings in the Day of 


Kingdom when HE ſhall receive, HE will then return again 
(as he promis'd) unto thoſe who are waiting for him on Earth; 
whoſe Hearts he will then fill with Joy: But in the mean time, 
How is he hated by the Citizens of this World? How many 


are there ſay ot him, We will not habe this Man to reign over 


4s ? This is the Treatment our Lord meets with, nor is it 
ſtrange that he is thus us'd ; for in this Caſe the Old Proverb 
is a great Truth, Out of ſight, out of mind, when the Maſter 
is away, the Servants will make waſte and riot ; however, our 
Lord ſhall return as he hath ſaid, and call A1l to an account; 
and then will he ſay, 4s for thoſe mine Enemys which would 
not that 1 ſhould reign over them, bring them hither, and ſlay 
them before me : Then will he put an End to all the reign of 
Antichriſt, and ſer up his Kingdom over all, and then ſhall all 
be ſlain, who will not ſubmir to his Scepter, until which time 
there muſt be Overturnings in all the Earth. 

Our Lord is now /itting at tbe right Hand of the Majeſty on 
High, waiting till all his Enemys are made his Fool ſtool, over 
whom HE will aſſuredly obtain a compleat Conqueſt ; to 

| * Wrath, 
and wound the Heads, (or Captains in Rebellion againſt him) 
throughout all Countrys; HE will flain the Pride > ail Glory, 
and bring into Contempt all the honourable of the, Earth; Lea, 
HE will pour Contempt upon, and cut off the Spirit of Princes, 
he will be terrible to the Kings of the Earth; The Lord will 
be terrible unto them, for be will famiſh all the inferior Infernal 
Gods; This will HE do, when he thall come to ſet up a Kingdom 


for himſelt, which he will as ſurely accompliſh, as ever he went 
| to 
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(29) 


to receive it; In like manner (ſay the Angels to the Diſciples, , 


1zing after their departing Lord ) as ye have ſeen him go into 

eaven , ſo ſhall HE come again; As certainly as Chriſt ap. 
pear'd once to ſuffer for Sin, fo truly wil? HE come the ſecond 
time without Sin, unto the Salvation of thoſe that look for him; 
I do not fay, that then his Reſidence ſhall be upon the Earth, 
but he ſhall be vibe to them that are upon Earth; For beho/d, 
every Eye ſhall ſee him, when HE comes in the Clouds , for 
with the Clouds of Heaven ſhall H E come, and there (hall his 
Re/idence be, where HE (hall fit and ſhine upon the Earth, as 
the Sun in the Firmament, diſpenſing Light and Life, Juſtice 
and Equity, unto all the Inhabitants of the Earth; antil which 
his . coming, Revolutions and Overturnings mult be ex- 
pected in all the Earth. 


There are none who believe the holy Scriptures, that can 


make the leaſt Doubt of this ſecond coming of Chriſt : The 
01d and New Teſtament are full of Teſtimonies of it; The 
Prophets foretold, as well his Glorious Appearance, as his com- 


Qs 1, 11. 


Heb, 9.26,2.8 


Rev. 1. 7. 


Dan. 7. 13. 


ing to ſuffer ; they teſtify d not only of the Sufferings of Chriſt 1 Pet. 1. 11, 


at his firſt coming, but alſo of the Glory thar ſhould follow at 
his ſecond Appearance: The Lord my God ( faith a Prophet 
molt fervently) all come, and all the Saints with thee ; that 
is, all thoſe Saints that have been Sufferers for his Names ſake, 
25 other Scriprures aſſert, unto which Voice hear how diſtin. 
ly an Apoſtle dorh Eccho; Bebold the Lord cemeth with ten 
thouſands of his Saints to execute Judgment upon all, and to 
convince all that are ungodly among them, of all their ungodly 
Deeds which they have ungodly committed, yea, and of all their 


Zech. 14.5. 


Jude 14.1 5 


bard Speeches too, which ungodly Sinners haue ſpoken againfl | 


him. Hard words as well as / »ſeage of Saints will then 
accounted for. | 

And this very thing, the Apoſtle Paul of ſet purpoſe Dif- 
courſes unto the ſuftering Theſſa/onzans in both his Epiſtles, 
where he comforts them, and all ſuffering Saints, under all 
their Txibzlations ; in the greateſt of which he would not have 
them ſorrow, as do others, becauſe of the Glory they ſhall ſhare 
in, at the ſecond coming of Chriſt, For the Lord bimſelf (faith 


he) Shall deſcend from Heaven with a ſhout, with the Voice of IT, 


the Arch-axgel, and with the Trump of God, and the Dead in 
Griſt [or for Chriſts ſake , thoſe who dy'd tor witneſſing to 


1 Theſ.4.15. 


13, 


him, 


5 
— ⁵ ͤ—Ä, es. <a. 
— — — _—_ . 
— 1 as — —— — LS 
er ne I ear one — — 5 - 
a * 3 — 
— 


— D —— = I 


* — — — 
Þ „ —rð Qn: 3 


— — —— —— 


—— 


2 Theil. 2.5. 


> — 


8 


of — — . 


P Aer entre OS Gn 11 
* 3 
2 


(30) 

him, they] ſhall riſe firſt [| this is the ſirſi ReſurreTion peculi. 
ar to he. — 4 2 of Chriſt ] then we which are 
alive and remain, ſhall be caught tegether with them in the Clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the Air who there will have his viſible Re- 
fidence, during his reign on Earth] and ſo ſhall we ever be with 
the Lord | never parted from him, there or where elfe heſhall 
be, we ſhall ever be with him] wherefore comfort one another 
. with theſe Words ;, As well we may, for there is an unſpeaka. 
ble deal of: Comfort in them, which Saints ſhould zo have in 
hope, as then, at the Lord's ſecond coming they ſhall abound 
with in Heart and Hand. The ſame Conſolations he afterward 
propounds to them, when ſpeaking of their Sufferings, he tells 
them, the Cauſe will bear them out under all ; ye ſuffer (lays 
he) for the Kingdom of God | that 1 which is to be 
given unto ſuffering Saints] for it is a righteous thing with God, 
as to recompence Tribulation unto them that trouble you, ſo to 
recompence to you who are troubPd, reſt with us| bur when (hall 
we have it, might ſome ask? O ſays he] when the Lord Zeſws 
Chrift ſhall be reveal d from Heaven | when he comes the ſecond 
time | with his mighty Angels, to take Vengeance on bis Adver. 
farys, then hall He be elorify'd in bis Saints, and admir d in all 
them that believe; all thoſe will admire him; and what he 
will then do for all them, will be admir'd by all that bchold it. 

This is that Coming of Chriſt, which puts a Period unto all 
the revolutions and overturnings in the World, which muſt 
+. continue, and have their Courſe till HE comes: All Nations 
muſt be ſhaken till HE comeswho is the deſire of all, that is, HE 
whom all ſhould deſire, yea and would deſire if they knew him; 
till HE comes Convulſions there will be in all the Earth: Bur 
come he will, and put a Period, a Full- ſtop unto all. Behold 
the Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come to his Temple, even 
the Meſſenger of the Covenant whom ye delight in : Behold HE 
ſhall come ſaith the Lord of Hoſts : | HE ſhall ſurely and ſud: 
denly come then when he is leaſt expected] But who may abid: 
the Day of his Coming ? and who ſhall ſtand when he appeareth * 
1 — indeed ? ] for he is lite a Refiners Fire, and Fullers Sope: 

hen he came the firſt time few fear'd him, but at his /econd 
coming he will be ſo terrible to his Enemies, tho? comfortable 


to his Flowers, that well may it be ſaid who ſhall ab:de, _ 
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(31) 
who ſhall fand then? Surely it behoves us to attend to that 
excellent Counſel of our Lord Chriſt on this account, Watch 
therefore and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to Luke 21.36. 
eſcape all thoſe things that ſhall come to paſs | the Fear, Pit and 
Snare, of which he had before been ſpeaking ] and to ſtand before 
the Son of Man, when HE comes, as come HE will, to pur a 
PERIOD to all overturnings, and to ſet up his Kingdom over 
all, Thus having ſpoken of the PERSON nominated to 
this End and Purpoſe, 
2d/y. I come now to ſhew the PROPRIETT, aſſignd to 

nd him, and this is fairly ſer before us, whoſe Right it 7s] To him 
rd belongs the PROPRIETTY of all rhe World and the Govern- 
[ls ment thereof, His Right it rs. It is his ſo as it can be no others; 
ys the Obſervation I make from hence is this, Our Lord 7e/us 

: Chriſt is the Grand PROPRIETOR of the World and the Go- 
2 vernment tbereof; He is Lord of all, God over all Bleſſed for 

to evermore Amen! 
1 The Lord Chriſt is Legal Heir of all Things ; We may now John i 6 45+ 
us Cry out, as they of Old, we have found the Meſſiah, we have 
xd found him of whom Moſes and the Prophets, and Paul and the 
. Apoſtles did write, even Jeſus the Son of God, the King of Iſrael; 
all unto whom we may well addreſs our ſelves, Rabbi, lou art the . 49. 
he Sen of God, thou art the King of Iſrael, yea the King of Kings, e 
t. and Lord of Lords, for thou haſt a Right to all the Nations of Ce. 19.16. 
all the Earth, and to the Re thereof. 


uſt It is of Right to Rule | am now to ſpeak ; a ſpacious Sub- 
ns ject indeed, that hath been a Field of large Diſcourſe, having 
IE occaſion'd as many Controverſies and Argumentations pro and 


n; con as moſt things in the World: But I ſhall ſo confine my ſelf 
ut to my proper matter, that on this head avoiding both a N 
ld of Words, or Matters of Diſpute ; I will be as Conciſe as I 


en can, and what I ſhall ſay can be controverted by none, that own. 

11 the ju? Rights of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

'd: Right is but a little word, yet this with another Monoſyl- 9,, . 
de able call'd Might, have made abundance of words in the World, 

52 Theſe two ſhort words tho? of like ſound, do not always go 

e: together: There are that have a Migbr without Right, and 


nd theſe we call O Hare z t0O too many of which may ſeen in 
ple all the Earth. here are alſo that have a Right without Might, 


Eccl. 4. 1. 


ch. 5. 8. 


Cant. 5. 10. 


1 Sam. 16.11. 


(32) 


and ſuch we ſay ate Oppreſet, of which ſo many there are as 
are under the former. Of both theſe, holy Writ excellently ſpeaks 
in ſundry Places,Suffice it only to name to which are (2 pro po) 
full to the purpoſe. So I return'd({aith the wiſeſt of Men) and 
conſider'd all the Oppreſſions that are done under the Sun, and 
behold the tears of ſuch as were Oppreſst, and they had no Con- 
forter, | they had a Right but no Might, and ſo were in a (on. 
fortleſs Condition ] and on the fide of their Oppreſſors there was 
Power, but they Vid no Comforter : | they had Might but no 
Right, and ſoat the end are like to be in as Comfort/eſs a Con. 


dition as thoſe. tney Oppreſst | ſuch Sights are apt to make us 


melancholy, therefore the wiſe Man in another place. thus 
beſpeaks us, If thou ſecſt te Oppreſſion of 1he Poor, and vi. 
olent perveiting of Judgment and Fuſtice in a Province, | if thou 
ſeeſt Might prevailing againſt Right, and Right loſt for want of 
Aight, what then? faith he] Marvel not at the matter, for be 
that is higber than thehigheſt | on Earth, he | regardeth, and there 
be higher than they; There are ſuch, as Exceed in Power all 
Oppreſſors, ſo that all who have a Might, and no Right ſhall 
be call'd to Account; and all who have Aught and no h. 
ſhall have Juſtice done them in due time. 

But it is not of theſe apart I am now to ſpeak; HE by whom 
a PERIOD will be put to all Overturnings, that Glorious 


PERSON the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe is the PROPRIETT 


over all, he has both Right and Migbt; In him they meer, and 
kiſs each other: Theſe two (which rarely are found together 
on Earth) center in the Lord Chriſt: Zus Vis, both Right and 


Might are to be found in him. In him theſe to choice Pro- 


perties (fo ſcarce in all the World) are conjoynd together: He 
is both white, and ruddy, by which we may not only underſtand 
his Godhead and Manhood to be meant, but alſo his Right, and 
his Might: He is the true David who while others are miſta- 
kenly thought to be the Lords anointed for their Stature, Fea 
tures, or the like, is neglected by the moſt, he being out of 


their fight, feeding his Fathers Sheep, but when the ſeven Revo- 


lutions of the Church are gone over us (which may be figurd 
out by the ſeven rejected Sons of Zeſſe) then ſhall this our Da- 
vid appear with his white and red, his beautiful and ruddy 
Coumenance, his Right and Mzghr, to take the Rule of Nations 

f to 
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(33) 
to himſelf, for this is HE whom the Lord hath anointed ; Tr is 
in him (to allude to an old miſapply'd Exgliſb Say ing) that the 
White and Red Roſe are united; a Right he hath athgn'd him 
by God, and a Might to defend that Right, on which account 
I may well ſay, ſee ye him whom the Lord bath choſen, that , Sam. 10. 2 
there 1s none like him among all the People, no, not one, and NY 
therefore let all the People ſhout , and ſay, God ſave the Kin; ! 
and ler thoſe Children of Belial , that ſay , how can this Man v. 25. 
| ſave us, and that deſpiſe bim, and bring him no Preſents , let 
them periſh, and be confounded for ever 
Ir is diſtracting to conſider what endleſs Debates the World 
hath been fill'd with about a u divinum regnandi, a divine 
Right to rule both in Church and State, as they ſpeak ; what 
fending and proving, what fighting and quarrelling, what ſwear- 
ing and for- ſwearing hath the Earth groan'd under on this ac- 
count? Lo here is the Jus divinum cry ſome, and Jo there it is 
{ay others; What Diſtinctions have there been made of Powers 
de jure and de fatto? Says one with his Father's Blood towhis Ti- 
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» tle, lo here it is by Succeſſion While another with his long 9 

Stoord for his Warrant, ſays, no, here it is by Succeſs : On 4 

n theſe Accounts the World hath been made in moſt parts of it, p 
18 an Aceldama, a Field of Blood; and after all, 2/ Partys never 


7 MW yet agreed about this J divinum, an indiſputable Right to rule 
was never yet, by all ſorts, aſſign'd unto any; nor will it be 


| 

. till HE comes whoſe right it is, ZE who in all theſe Contro- 

d verſys hath been too much neglected and t light by, till this 

» Man-child appears who is to rule the Nations with a Rod Rev. 12. 5. 
e Iron, and break in pieces all that ſubject not themſelves to him, : 

d till ZE ſhows himſelf, and vides preſperouſly in bis Maje- 

1 ty, conquering, and to conquer, till then, I ſay , the Jus divi. 

* num regiminis will not be ſo ſettl'd, but that it may be ſnaken; 

„ but when HE ſhall appear, the univerſal ſhout will be, zo xs 4 

f Child is born, to ws a Son is given, and the Government hall be Iſa. 9. 6, 7. 


. upon bis ſhoulder , and of the increaſe of his Government and 
1 Peace there ſhall be no end! Therefore /ift up your hands, O ye Plal.24.7.6c- 
- Gates, and be ye liſt up yereverlaſting Doors, that ſo the King 
y ef Glory may come in, the Lord ſtrong and m'ghty, the Lord 
S mighty in Battel, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, HE is 1h1s King of 
p 


Gary; a glorious King indeed, who has the indiſputable 
F Right 


634) 


Right to rule, the 714 divinum regnandi, both in Church and 
State! 


ae Mepro- That this Right of Government is here aſſign'd to our Lord 
fas dominus et Jeſus Chriſt, the Annorators on this Text, /o univerſally grant, 
l quem that on this account I may ſay, the Voice of all is litt up to 
clefix pertinet. acknowledge his Right, nor is it any way queſtionable by any 
3 whoſe Souls ſubmit to the Word of God ; yet that his Right 
di coronam to the aniverſal Dominion, may appear more evidently, and 
8 p- be believ'd by us more firmly, L thall evince it to you o ways; 
quem jo regni eft Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has the right of Rule, both as he is God, 
her.. and as he is God. man | 

udzis ſo- Firſt, As HE is God, he has an unqueſtionable Right to the 
non u. regu Government over All: His everlaſting God-bead is attended 
niſi rege Chriſt, with an A/mighty Power : He that is God before ali, muſt needs 
Puch, Teal, fc. be God over all; and that he is both, the Apoſtle hath ſo clear- 
Rom. 1. 20, ly aſſerted in one Verſe, that they muſt deny the whole Word 
Rom. 9. 3. of God who give not Credence hereto : Chriſt (faith he) 7s o. 
& per all» God bleſſed for ever, Amen ! So it 28, ſo let it be be- 
liev'd, that Chriſt is God bleſſed for ever, God from all Eter- 
nity; and God over all, Lord of all; who has an Original 
Right to the univerſul Dominion; But on this his 772Þt I ſhall 
not infiſt, becauſe ir is queſtion'd by none but thoſe who deny 
the everlaſting God- hand of Chriſt, uhich everlaſting God-head 
to dif: believe, is a dreadful Error, attended with Damnation; 
unto which (I am fad to ſay) many have been drawn or driven 
by the bold and daring Attempts too many have made, to de- 
ſcribe the ineffable Myſtery of Chriſt's ever/aſting God bead, 
which they repreſent as begotten, upon a groſs Miſtake 
of ſome Scriptures which ſpeak of the begerting of his Man- 
hood; about which, in due time, if the Lord pleaſe, ſome- 
what may be publiſh'd , whereby you may be eſtabliſh'd in a 
judicious Belief of the Eternal God head and Power of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ! who has 7or only this Right as he is 

the moſt high God, Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Earth; but 40/0, 
Secondly, As he is God. man, the Mediator between God and 
Man, the only Savior of Sinners; in this reſpect HE hath a 
Right to univerſal Dominion: HE who is God Co-equal and 
Co-eternal with the Father and Holy Spirit, hath in his infinite 
Goodneſs condeſcended ſo low, as to take upon him, the — 
0 


(35) | 
of Man, yet without Sin, that in our Nature he might be a 


meet Mediator to reconcile God and Man; on which account 
he hath a manifold Right and Title to an univerſal Dominion 


over all the Works of God; whence he is ſaid to have many Rev. 19. 12. 


Crowns on bis Head, which point out not only to his Dominions, 
but to his Tiries alſo, to the rule of all. Not only that he is 
God, but alſo becauſe he became Mer, is he ſet over all the 
Creation, as ſome have excellently obſerv?d from the eighth 
Pſalm, which is primarily intended of Chriſt, and indeed holds 
not out totally true of any but him. I will here only mention 
a four-fold Right, Chriſt has to the univerſal Dominion; as he 
is the Mediator between God and Man, ſo he hath a Right by 
Donation, Mediation, Election, and Qualification, which four- 
fold Title, none but himſelf can pretend unto. 

1/?. He hath a right by Donation, by the Gift of the Father; 
we have a Saying , What's freer than Gift? and by this way 
Chriſt hath a vieht; The Father | by whom, when ſer alone, 
we are to underſtand, not one only in the God-head , but the 
whole God-head , as I have frequently evinc'd to you; the Fa- 
ther, I ſay, that is, the God bead] hath given Chriſt a rigbt unto 
all Dominion; He bath given him Authority to execute Fudg- 
ment , Upon this very account, becauſe he zs the Son of Man, 
that is, becauſe he condeſcended to take on him the humane 


Nature; Thus faith our Lord after his Reſurrection, AI/ Pot- Mat. 28. 18. 


er is given unto me in Heaven and Earth : And fo the P/almiſt 


tells us, God decreed of old, That becauſe the Lord Chriſt Pa. 2. 7, 8. 


would be a Son begotten in time, on a certain Day, his Day, 
(for it is of the begetting of his humane, not divine Nature he 
there ſpeaks ) therefore he ſhould have the Heathen given to 
him for bis Inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the Earth 
for bis Poſſeſfion. This, of courſe, obliges me to mention, that 
2dly. Chriſt has a right to the univerſal Rule by Mediation, 
by his own purchaſe , he hath bought and paid for it; It is 
not a bare Giſt of Grace, but it is a Gift upon a Price, for he 
hath bought this his Lordſhip ; he bought a Title, a Right un- 
to all the Creation, when he laid down his Life, he bought ot 
all with a Deſign to fave all, hut he bought a Right to rule and 
diſpoſe of all, whence he is ſaid to have bought even the Re- 


probates that deny him; AS * buys 4/l in an Eſtate, but with 2 pet. 2. f. 
2 


different 


Joh. 5. 27. 


Phil. 2. 7, 8, 9. 


iþ | 
f | Eph. 1.2, 22. 
| 
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different deſigns , ſome to build, ſome to burn, SO Chriſt 
bought a// Creatures, but with different deſigns, ſome to build 
up a ſpiritual Houſe, ſome to barn for ever in Hell; and be. 
cauſe he hath thus paid a Price forall, therefore hath he an u- 
niverſal Right to rule all, or to diſpoſe of them at his Plea- 
ſure; ſo ſaith the Apoſtle,Becauſe he was faſhion'd as a Man.and 
humbPd himſelf, and became obedient unto Death, even the Death 
of his Croſs ;, for this Cauſe, God hath alſo highly exalted hin, 
and given him a Name above every Name; that is, he hath ſet 
him at the Helm, or made his Power ſuperior to all others; 

That at his Name, or unto his Power, every Knee ſhould bow, 
all ſhould acknowledge his Supremacy i Heaven, Earth, yea 
and under the Earth ; He hath bought, and there is given to 
him a Power over a// Angels, Men, and Devils. 

God hath ſet Chriſt far above all Principalities and Powers, 
and Might, and Dominion, and every Name that is nam d, not 
only in this World, but in that which is to come, and hath put 
all Things under his Feet , and made him Head, or Ruler over 
all, for the Good of his Church; which Right of Chriſt, the 
whole Chorre of the Church does recognize, in their trium- 


Rey. 5. 11. Ce Phant Acclamations, ſaying with @ loud Voice, * 1s the 


amb that was ſlain, to receive Power and Riches, and Wiſdom 


and Strength, and Honour and Glory, and Bleſſing ; which is, 


as if they had ſaid, There is none hath an equal right to theſe 
Excellencys, as he who has purchas d the Title to them by his 
Death; unto which their Voice, every Creature in Heaven, 
Earth, and under the Earth, ſuch as are in the Sea, and all that 
are in them, cannot but Eccho, ſaying, Bleffing and Honour, and 
Glory and Power be unto him that ſits upon the Throne, and un. 
to the Lamb for ever and ever; and this is ſo much the mind 
of the whole Church, | viz. that Chriſt hath purchas'd an univer- 
{al Dominion by his Death] that they cannot but bozh rejoyn 
Amen, and worſhip him as Head of all Power, for ever and 
ever! which leads me to ſhow 

3dly. Chriſt has a right unto univerſal Dominion by Eleclion, 
the words I have now read Evince this ſo, as that there is no 


room left to queſtion it; You ſee that all the Multitudes of 


Believers, yea of all Creatures, ſet the Crown on his head, 
they chooſe him for the head of all Power, as having purchaſed 
g 
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from Darkneſs to Light, from the power of Satan to God, all 
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a 71gt to it by his Death and Doings, but befides, I will add 

ſome other Proofs, that our Lord Chriſt is Unirerfally Flected 
or Choſen by all, as Lord of all! a Right or Title by Election is 

certainly indiſputable z; Titles by Swccefion have been much 
more precarious than thoſe by an univerſal Election, Our Lord 
is Heir of all by all Titles, and ſo by Elettion. 

Thoſe who are the true E/efors, the Saints who are only wi/e 
to Salvation, who are come to themſelves, theſe have in all Ages 
Choſen Chriſt for their Lord and King; Its true they are bur 
few comparatively, but look, AS in Elecxions among Men, tha 
Elellors are frequently the feweſt of Corporations or Empires, 
yet being ſuppos'd to be moſt Judicious, their choice is there- 
fore accepted, without reſp2Ct had to the incertum Vulzus, the 
Mob properly ſo call'd, * bzcauſe they are ever moving to and * Mvbilitate 
fro, being unſtable as the waves of the Sea, on which account e. 
they are not thought fit to bs truſted with Elections; SO it is 
in the Eleclion of our Lord Chriſt to the Univerſal Empire; 
thoſe who are yet in a natural State, however Numerous or 
Potent, and Prudent in other reſpects, are yet Minors, under Age, Gal. 4. 3. We, 
befide themſelves, and ſo not Capable of making a right Luke 15. 17. Wi 
Choice, or paſſing a regular Judgment, for which cauſe rhe |: 
Elettion falls to the ſhare of thoſe who are Converted, urn'd Ads 26. 18 | 


which, with oe Conſent, in all Ages, have made choice of the 
Lord Jeſus for their King and Ruler, yea they have determin'd 
him alone King of all Nations, as well as King of Saints. 

All Saints being wen of War that can keep Rank, [not arm'd 1 Chr. 12. 38. 
with Carnal Weapons, but Spiritual, fit to Encounter the moſt 
fubrile Adverſarys, a// theſe have —_ come with a perfect 
heart to Hebron, ¶ into a felloꝛoſbip, the fellowſhip of the Saints] 
to make David ſ the Lord Jeſus the truz beloved of God and Man, 
to be] King over all Iſrael, and all the reſt of Iſtael, ¶ Saints in 
all Ages] are of one Heart o make | this] David King : The 
whole body of Saints Crown him, Crying out, the Lord is our 
King, he will ſave us; and thus every particular Saint addreſſes 1 
him ſaying, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, thou art the King John 1.49 1 
of Iſrael, yea and of all the Earth es | 

But of this J ſhall ſay no more here, it being Univerſally | 
granted by all ſound Chriſtians, that there is no Salvation for 1 
any 


Cant. 3. laſt. 
|": - © 
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any who accept not of our Lord Chriſt, or Elect him not, as 
well for a King to rule, as a Prieſt to fave them: and indeed 
not only do Saints, but all the World wou/d pitch upon him for 
their King and Ruler, did they know his infinitely ſuperiour 
Meetneſs to that of any others, for Government; of which 
Tam now come to ſpeak, 

4thly. Chriſt Jeſus hath a right to Univerſal Dominion by 
his 2zalifications ; None is ſo well Quality'd, none ſo Fit or 
Meet for Univerſal rule as Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; Many have 
aſpir'd after ir, that could never reach it, Many have ſought ir, 
that were never fit for it, but here is one both Succeſsful in ob. 
taining, and able to manage the (iovernment of all the World, 
and this is it which commends him to the rule of all, and gives 
him ſuch a Rzgbt as none orher with Equiry can pretend to. 

What miſerable work have /ome made of ir, that have been 
Advanc'd to places of ſma// Rule? and how much worſe have 
been the adminiſtrations of mam, whoſe exaltations in the World 
have been yet Greater ? petty Magiſtrates, Vice-Roys, little 
Rulers have in many places ſhew'd, how unfit they were to 
adminiſter Juſtice in ſo much as a Town, or City, much Leſs 
in a Province, or Kingdom; but when they have beeen advanc'd 
unto the Empire of Nations, what Mal-adminiſtrations have 
been complain'd of, for want of their Capacity ro manage what 
they have undertook? Fatal inſtances of this, with their wretched 
Conſequences might be brought out of all the four Monarchys: 
The Baby/onian abounded with them: The Perſian mended not 
the matter; The Grecian was yet as bad, and the Roman 
Monarchy exceeded all the reſt in dreadful Miſ-managemen 
of their more Superior and Inferior Governors: Nor ind 
is it likely it ſhould be better; The ableſt Man alive has but 
one Body, a pair of Eyes, as many Ears, and no more Hands or 
Feet, and what can theſe do unto the Ruling, Overſceing, Hear- 
ing, Adminiſtring of Juſtice, and viſiting of the vaſtly numerous 
Territories ſome ſingle Perſons are poſſeſt with the Dominion 
over ? Beſides, that ſome of theſe mighty Monarchs | let the 
Great Mogul, the Sophy of Perſia, the Grand Seignior, be 
inſtances, theſe ] are poſſeſt with Legions of Devils, being 
Bloody, Brutal and Abominable tothe laſt degree : How then is 
it poſſible for one Weak, eſpecially if he be a Wicked Man to 
Superintend with Succeſs ſuch prodigious Territories.? The 


T. 
and 
tures 

ſuch 
Han 
ritori 
ſcarc. 
ſeen 
to ru! 
a par 
tals f 
{ome 
ambit 
Wor l 


Brut: 


(39) 
The Poets indeed feign'd a Briareus with an hundred Hands, 
r and an Argus with an hundred Eyes, but ſuch wondrous Crea- 
r tures never had a place but in the Fancies of Fools, and yet if 
h ſuch there were, what anſwerable meetneſs with a/! thoſe 
Hands and Eyes would they have to the ſervice ſome vaſt Ter- 
ritories call for? a hundred thouſand Hands and Eyes could 
ſcarce Pole, or behold what was needful to be done to and 
ſeen in ſome Kingdoms. The truth of it is, few Men are fit 
to rule the nalleſt Dominions; Who can govern one Family, or 
a particular Church, as he ſhould ? How unmeet then are Mor- 
tals for ſuch /arge Governments after the dominion of which 
ſome have aſpir d? It is a ſharp Reflexion the Poet caſts upon 
ambitious ( e/ar, who thirſting after the Dominion of all the 
World, is rendred ridiculous in a Conference with excellent 
Brutus by the Martial Caſſius, whom he brings in thus ſpeaking 


I had as lief not be, as live to be 
In awe of ſuch a thing as I my ſelf; 
I was born free as Cz/ar, ſo were you, 
We both have fed as well, and we can both 
Endure the Winters cold as well as he; 
And yet this Man 
Is now become a God, and Cafftus is 
A wretched Creature, and muſt bend his body 
If Cæ ar careleſsly but nod on him, 
He doth beſtride the World 
Like a Coloſſus, and we petty men 
Walk under his huge Legs, and peep about 
To find our ſelves diſhonourable Graves 
Brutus and _ What ſhould be in that Cæſar? 
Why ſhould that name be ſounded more than yours ? 
Write them together, yours is as fair a name, 
» Sound them, it doth become the mouth as well; 
Weigh em, it is as heavy. 
Upon what Meat does this our Ceſar feed 
at he is grown ſo Great? 
I know he would not be a Va 
But that he ſees the Romans are but Sheep - 
He were no Lyon, were not Romans Hinds ! 


Titus 1. 13. 


. 22 9. 
. 2. 11. 
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| ſhall make no Comments hereon, nor had I made ſo large 
2 Quotation, bnt that from a Poet of their own (to uſe the 
Apoſtle's Apology in a like Caſe) I would convince the World, 
how unfit rhe ableſt of meer Men are for that univerſal Domi-. 
nion, which Cæ ar the Tyrant of Rome in Days of Old, and 
Lewis the Tyrant of France in our Days have in vain fought 
after: This I ſay, both that I may ſtain tbe Pride of all human 
Glory, by ſhewing there is 70 Mans Shoulders able to bear the 
weight of ch a Government; and that the Lord Chriſt alone 
may be exalted, who only is compleatly qualify'd for the univer- 
ſal Empire. Nor can any Chriſtian be oftended that in the 
Perſon of one Caſar, all ſuch Inferior Powers are repreſented as 
contemptible, in compariſon of our Glorious Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt! 

The extraordinary Qualification of our Lord Chriſt, which 
give him an unparallell'd Right and Title to the Univerſal Em- 
pire. are ſo many, and ſo great, that they cannot be deſcrib'd by 
any Men or Angels: It muſt therefore ſuffice me, the Leaſt of 
his Voluntary Subjects, in a few words only to eſſay at a ſhort 
Mention of what lies in my Power to ſpeak. 

He is qualifyyd by his Capacity for this Dominion, He can 
/ee to the Ends of the Earth; He can hear the Voice of Every 
Subject; He can help them in all their Need; He can do All 
this, and He cou do All for thoſe who Commit their Cauſe to 
Him. Upon the account of this his Capacity to the Univerſal 
Rule, he is ſaid to have his Name written on his Thigh, an 


Rev. 19. 16, Emblem of his Ability to be King of Kings and Lord of Lords; 
| and indeed None, in this Reſpect, is ſo wr as he. It 


was a ſharp Saying ofa Woman, ſuing for Juſtice to Alexander 
{urnam'd the — when he told her he had not Time to at- 
tend: her Cauſe, Ihen have not Time to be King, ſaid ſhe, A 
Retort, which how juſt ſoever to Earthly Monarchs, can never 


be made unto our Lord Chriſt : He hath Lime and Power and 


ill to help all thoſe that put their Truſt in him: Such a So- 
vereign, ſo Great, ſo Good and Generous, ſuits ſuch Indigent 


Subjects as we are. 


Bur beſides his Capacity to manage all Affairs in all his Do- 


minions; he hath that Virtue which none other can make the 
Pla. 45. 6, 7. Leaſt Pretence to; The Scepter of thy Kingdom. | faith * 
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Pſalmiſt to him, That by which thou wield'ſt thy Sway, it]is 2 
right Scepter; Thou loveſt Righteouſneſs, and hateſi Wickedneſs 
[no wonder! 1 God, thy God, hat hanointed Thee with the 
Oy! of Gladneſs above thy Fellows ; Who fo fit to be anointed 
King, to be exalted above all, as He, that hateth Wickedneſs 
and loueth Righteouſneſs? A Character ſo Great in it's ſelf, and 
ſo Peculiar to Chriſt, in the moſt Eminent Degree, that the 
Apoſtle again inculcates ir * as a moſt ingaging Qualification in 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for that Univerſal Dominion he hath 
even over Angels as well as other Creatures. 

It was a Curious Deſcription of one fit for Univerſal Rule, 
which was made by a King, and which is the more to be heed- 
ed, for that *rwas Part of his Dying Words, which Sort of words 
are apt to make the greateſt Impreſſion: Now Theſe be the Laſt 
IVords of David; David the Son of Jelle ſaid, and the Man 


. who was raiſ'd up on high, the Anointed of the God of Jacob, 


and the 10 weet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael ſaid | ſure, it muſt be ſomerhing 
extraordinary, that is introduc'd with ſuch Elogiack Encomiums 
of the Speaker; Yes, So it is, and proceeded from a Greater 
than himſelf too, for he adds ] The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by 
Me, and his Word was in my longue; The God of Iſrael ſaid, 
the Rock of Iſrael ſpake to Me and what ſaid this Almighty 
One? ] He that ruleth over Men | ſaith he] mui? be Fuſt 
ruling in the Fear of Go; and he ſhall Cor ſhould-] be as the 
Light of the Morning, when the Sun riſeth, even a Morning 
without Clouds, as the tender Graſs 7 ringing out of the Earth 
by clear ſhining after Rain: So ſhould all Rulers over Men be, 
but where ſhall ſuch be found? Sure this hath not been verify'd 
of any mortal Monarchs, however blaſphemoully this Texr 
may have been miſapply'd to any directly Reverſe to it; No, 
there is none thus qualify'd; Ihu ſhould He be that rules 
over Men, but The hath none been, but He of whom I am 
now ſpeaking, even our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; David 
himſelf would not pretend to anſwer this Character: My Houſe 
(faith he) is mot SO with God; no alas! it comes far ſhort, 
inſomuch that I fly to Covenant Mercies to ſave me: But when 
our Lord Jeſus comes to reign in the fight of, and over all the 
Nations of the World, as he will do, then ſhall we ſee this 
Text verify'd in every Tittle; Then ſhall « King reign in 

G Righteouſneſs 


* See Heb. t. 


6, 7, 8, 9. 
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— — all bis Princes decree Equity, Ihen (hall Righ- 
teouſneſs run down the Streets, and Equity overflow all Inju- 
ſtice: So that there ſhall be no Oppreſhon nor Complaining 
heard of in all the World | 
Surely then it muſt be ſaid, that our Lord Jeſus is fo gual:- 
yd as none ever was, or will be for the Government of all the 
Earth: This is He unto whom all thoſe grand Accompliſh- 
ments are aſcrib?d, which the Prophet ſo rhetorically enume- 
rates, Unto z (ith he) a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, 
and the Government ſhall be upon his Shoulder, and his Name 
ſhall be calld Wonderful | there is none like him] Counſellor 
Lone is ſo wiſe] The mighty God | over all] The Everlaſting 
ather [of all] the Prince of Peace | He who hath the ſole dit- 
poſing of Peace] of the increaſe of his Government, and Peace 
tbere ſhall be no end [all others have had an End, but his hall 
endure for ever] upon the Throne of David, and upon his King. 
dom [ſhall he fit] fo order it and to eſtabliſh it | ſo as it never was 
fully order'd and eſtabliſh'd] with Judgment and with Fuſf ice 
[and that not for a time only, but] —— henceforth even ſor 
ever : The very naming of the excellency of this Government 
of Chriſt, may cauſe us to cry out, Let it come, and let the zeal 
of the Lord of Hofts perform this as he hath promis d 
To conclude this Head, I ſhall only add, that it is altoge- 
ther meet that he ſhould bave the preeminence or the dominion 
among all and over all, fince 44 fulneſse of every qualification 
for Government dwells in him; Let us — Doran © the Song of 
Moſes, the Servant of God, and the Song of the Lamb, Saying, 
Great and Marvellous are thy Works Lord God Almighty | ſuch 
as none can ſhew the like] 7#ft and true are thy ways, O King of 
Saints | who neither in this reſpect haſt any like unto thee ] 
Who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy Name, for thou 
ONLY art HOLY | none is fo Holy, and therefore none ſo qua- 
lifyd for Rule as thou art, wherefore | al. Nations ſhall come 
end worſhip before thee : For thy Judgments | or righteous Ad- 
miniſtrations] are manifeſt, ſeen and known of all, on which 
account well may we ſay this is He | cuz jure convent jus reg- 
nandi] to whom of right belongs the Univerſal! Dominion, none 


being Togualify'd for it as HE. 
athly. It 


| ſets out the Peace and Plenty, the Righteouſneſs and _ 


Cn 

4rhly. It is now time to ſpeak of the POSSESSION of this 
Dominion into which Chriſt is to be inveſted ; and oh that the 
Glorious time were at hand, in which we might as well Sec, 
as Speak of the Inveſtiture of our Lord Chriſt into the RE 
POSSESSION of this his right! Inveſting is Introducing one Iaveſtitura 
into bis right, ſurely then the POSSESSION of the Univerſal — 
Empire is ſo much the right of Chriſt, that we cannot but wiſh 2% d . 
him therewith to be Inveſted; which ſhall certainly be brought 
about by God in His proper Times, the Times he ſees moſt fit Kauesis de 
for it, when he will give unto Chriſt the POSSESSION of all 1 Tim. s. 13. 
Dominion as here he hath ſaid, I will give it him, that &, I wilt 
Inveſt him in the viſible POSSESSION of all power on Earth, 

There are ſo many Scriptures that ſpeak of our Lords being 
Inveſted into the POSSESSION of the Univerſal Dominion, thar 
[ ſhall not know how to put an end to this Subject, if I ſhould 
enter upon them; hole Pſalms and Chapters there are that ſpeak 
of the viſible Reign of Chriſt over the whole Earth: The whole 
ſecond Pſalm alarms all powers on this head, and adviſes them 
to a reverential and a timely Subjection leaſt they be Conſum'd 1 
The Forty fifth Pſalm ſpeaks Glorious things of this Reign, as Read Plal. 
do many of the fo/loroing Pſalms. The Seventy ſecond ſweetly 48 = 

of , » 

that Reign; To omit many others in the way, the Hundred 
and tenth Pſalm introduces the Account of this Lordſhip of 
Chriſt with great Pomp, and what ſhall I ſay more? Time 
would fail me to ſpeak of the whole Chapters, that are taken 
up with Deſcriprionsof this Reignof Chriſt, in aiab, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Daniel and all the Prophets: Let me — glean here 
and there a Verſe, toſhew that our Lord Chriſt will 27 ſurely as 
he has a Title to it, ſo certainly take a viſible POSSESSION of 
the Univerſal Government unto himſelf. | 

Our Lord Jeſus even now, and from the Foundation of the 
World hath had, a hidden hand in the adminiſtration of all 
things in the Creation; He hath order'd all behind the Scenes 
as it were; by his Influences as of the great Maſter Wheel, Ezek. f. 16. 
have all the Wheels been rouling on, from the day he made 
Man until now, His management of all is the Wheel in the 
middle of the Wheels, whlrich the _ ſo much admir' d; Hab 
there have been hidings of his N the Beginning: His 4 
2 power 
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power has been in all, there has been Nothing done but what 


he has been concern'd in, tho he has been ſcen only by Few; 
Bur the time is approaching in which he will have as vi/tble 4 
Sway over all, as he hath had an aral Influence in all: And 
until this Time is come, there (hall be Overturnings in all the 
Earth, they muſt be continu'd till all Perſons and Things are 

turn'd over, that ſtand in the way of Chriſts Univerſal Rule. 
1 Cor. 15.24. The Lord Jeſus ſhall put down all Rule, and all Aut uri and 
Heb.2.7,8, Power, that be may reign over all, that he may be crown'd with 
Glory and Honour, and ſet over the Works of God, to this End 
all things muſt be put in Subjection under bis Feet; yea, there 
Ila. 24.23. Hall be nothing left that ſhall not be put under him : Then ſhall 
the Moon be confounded, and the Sun aſham'd, when the Lord of 
Hoſts ſball reign in Mount Zion, and in Jeruſalem, and before 
Iſa. 32.1. bis Amients | the Jews, moſt | G/orzoufly. Then when this 
ch. 33. 17. King ſhall reign in qty ar ſhall the Eyes of his People 
bebold him in bis Beauty , and ſee that Land | of Promiſe, the 
Jer.23.15,16 New-Feruſalem-Glory, which now ſeems to be ] afar off ; Then, 
in thoſe Days will | the Lord Jeſus | be Branch of Righteouf- 
neſs grow up, and execute Judgment and Righteouſneſs in the 
Land In thoſe Days ſhall Judah be ſav'd, and Jeruſalem dwell 
ſafely, and this is the Name wherewith ſhe | that is, the New 
Jeruſalem] /hall be call d, The LORD OUR RIGHTEOUS: 
NESS ; That ſhall be the Name of the Beloved City, becauſe 
that then the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine over it, and it 
ſhall ever be under the Influences of his Righteouſneſs. Ir is 
at this time of Chriſt's Inveſtiture into the POSSESSION of 
Ezek.37. 24 univerſal Rule, that the Prophet tells us, He ſhall be King over 
Ec bis People, and they all ſhall have but one Shepherd, they ſhall al. 
ſo walk in his Judgments, and obſerve his Statutes, and do them, 
and dwell ſafely for ever, becauſe then the Tabernacle of God 

will be with Men, &c. 

So many Scriptures there are which fo plainly aſſert a vi/ible 
Reign of Chriſt #pon Earih, that whoever evades them, muſt 
make uſe of infinite Quibbles and Gloſſes, inconſiſtent with all 
Senſe and Truth; How plainly and poſitively doth a greatly 
beloved Prophet aſſert, That in the Days of thoſe Kings, that 


Dan. 2. 44. is, when the four Monarchys, of which he there ſpeaks, ſhall 


expire, the God of Heaven (hall ſet up a Kingdom which ſhall 
| never 
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never be deſtroy d; and, leaſt any ſhould confine this to the 
* of the Goſpel only, he wards againſt that Miſtake 

y adding, That tbe Kingdom ſhall not be left to other People, 
but it ſhall break in pieces, and conſume all theſe Kingdoms, 
which never yet was done, but reſts to be done, and :t ſhall v. 45. 
ſtand for ever The Dream of this was certain, and this In- 
terpretation of it is ſure; a whole Chapter he afterwards takes gee ch. 7. 
up to confirm this Truth, in which he doth , with the utmoſt a 
Exactneſs, deſcribe the Solemnity of Chriſt's Inveſtirare into 
this Kingdom, which he corcludes with this noble Declarati- 
on; and there was given him Dominion and Glory, and a King- v. 14. 
dom, that all People, Nations, and Languages, ſhould ſerve him, 
which never yet was ſeen, or heard of; his Dominion rs an coer- 
/afring Dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, and his Kingdom, 
that which ſhall not be defiroy'd , as others have been; In this 
Kingdom it is, after the four beaſtial Monarchys are deſtroy d, 

that he tells us, the Saints of the moſt High ſhall take the King- v. 18. 
dom, and poſſeſs the Kingdom for ever, even ſor ever and ever : 
Even the ſame Rule, of the ſame Extent with what the Beaſts 
had, ſhall they have, when the Antient of Days ſhall come, v. 22. 
when the Lord Chriſt appears the ſecond time, then Zudement 
ſhall be given to the Saints of tbe moſt High, then is the time 


come that the Saints ſhall poſſeſs the Kingdom; and then ſhall 
they take away the Dominion of Antichriſt, and conſume and de- 


ftroy it to the End; and then the Kingdom and Dominion, and 
the Greatneſs of the Kingdom under the whole Heaven | that is, 
the ſame compaſs of Power that ever Antichriſt had | /ha// be 
given to the People of the Saints of the moſt High; whoſe King- 
dom is an Everlaſting Kingdom, and all Dominions ſhall ſerve 
and obey Him, who is both King of Saints, and King of Nations; 
who ſhall then take a viſible POSSESSION of ail Power; and 
this is the ſame thing that he afterward tells us, when he ſays, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the true Michael, the matchleſs God, Dan. 12. :. 
ſhall ſtand up for his People, when he ſhall raiſe them that have Ice 
ſuffer d for him, unto Glory, to reign with him; and their Per- | 
ſecutors unto Shame and Contempt; which is the firſt Reſurrec- 
tion; of which, more anon. 

What can be made of theſe Scriptures ? If they referr not to 
a gtorious viſible Kingdom of Chriſt on Earth, they muſt 

| | ſignify 


See Rev. ch. 
2. and ch. 3. 


Rev. 5. 10, 


Rev. 7. 15. 


Rev. 20. 1. Ge 
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ſgniſy nothing at all; which, to ſay,or ſo much as think, is to tax 


the Wi/dom of God with Folly ; a Sin ſo exceeding heinous, 
that I ſhall only fay of it; he that is Guilty, let him anſwer it. 
Anſwerably unto this large Declaration of the Propher, the 
greatly beloved Apoſtle doth frequently inculcate the Glories of 
this bible Kingdom of Chriſt upon Earth: Remarkable it is, 


that all the Promiſes made to ſuffering conquering Saints, du- 


ring all the ſev e Periods of the Church, from rhe Aſcenſion 
ot Chriſt, to his ſecond coming, they all have a reſpect unto 
this very time (as I could eafily evince) in which reſpect che 
Saints exulted, crying out unto their Lord, Thou haſt made us 


Kings and Prieſts unto God, and we ſhall reign on the Earth; 


there will our Dominion be, where our Sufferings have been: 
But toben, may ſome ſay ? This he elſewhere tells us; When 
the ſeventh Angel (hall have ſounded , the laſt Wo-Joy-Trum- 
per, then there will be great Voices in Heaven, ſaying, the 
Kingdoms of this World are become the Kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of bis Chriſt, and were they not ever ſo ? Yes, but then he 
ſhall reign viſibly, in the fight of all, for ever and ever; and 
for this, the whoſe Church addreſſes him with their Thanks, 
ſaying, We give thee Thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, 
and waſt, and art to come, becauſe thou haſt taken to thee thy 
great Power, and haſt reign'd; Thou haſt now aſſum'd, or ta- 
ken a viſible POSSESSION of that Dominion which was ever 
thine own, tho? thou wert zever own'd aright in it; and the 
Nations will be angry, when this Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall be 
ſet up, and when this Wrath of God ſhall come, and the time of 
the Dead, that they ſhould be judg'd; the dead Perſecutors, who 
ſhall then riſe to Shame, as the dead ſuffering Saints unto Glo- 
ry ; wherefore tis added, And that thou fhould'ſt give Reward 


unto thy Servants the Prophets, and to the Saints, and them that 


fear thy Name, ſmall and great, and ſhould'ſt deſtroy them that 
defiroy the Earth : Thoſe that have ee Saints from the 
Earth, ſhall then be rais'd to Torment, as the Saints unto Honour ! 
This is the ſame time, of which afterward he ſpeaks, when he 
plainly, and without figure, tells us, that Satan ſhall be bound 
up @ thouſand Years, and then ſhall there be Thrones ſet for the 
ſuffering Saints, and they ſhall ſit on them, and Fudgment will 


be given unto them ¶ they ſhall then judge their Judges, and 
condemn 
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Condemn this wicked World] and the Souls of them that were be. 
headed for the Witneſs 7 e. and for the Word of God, and 
which bad net worſhip'd the Beaft , neither bis Image, neither 
had receid'd bis Mark their Foreheads, or in their Hands, 
[ Martyrs and faithful Confeſſors in every degree, theſe] h 
{roe and reign with Chriſt athouſand Tears , and this is the fir? 
Reſurrection, or beginning of the Reſurrection, in which /uf- 
fering Saints, the firſt Fruits unto God, ſhall reap the , 
Fruits of his Glory. I ſhall not ſo much diſgrace this noble 
Subject, as to tell you the prodigiouſly profane Gloſſes put on 
theſe Words by Men of corrupt Minds, deſtitute of the Truth ; 
ſome of whom have (as Dr. Beverly well hinted ) too much 
border'd on the Sin againſt the Holy Spirit, by aſcribing the 
Works of God here ſpoken of in his Kingdom or the reign of 
Saints over Antichriſt, to the Devils Kingdom or the reign of 
Antichriſt over the Saints; Certain it is, nothing /e/s, nothing 
elſe can be here meant but a viſible Glorious Reign of Chrift 
and his Saints upon Earth for a thouſand year, which is no leſs 
than /ix times here repeated in this Chapter. 

Innumerable other Proofs there are, of Chriſt his being In- 
veſted with the vifible POSSESSION of all Power here on 
Earth, which however Diſcredited by any, is a truth a Thoꝝſand 
times more deduceahle from Gods Holy Word, than a Thouſand 
things which obtain a common Credence among Men : Bur 
hereof I have not now Opportunity to ſay more; if God will, 
this moſt Comfortable and Glorious Doftrine of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt on Earth ſhall hereafter be made more known unto us; 
until when, and always, let us be Longing for this time when 
the LORD Chriſt hall be the King over all the Earth, in that 


Day there ſhall be but ONE LORD, and his Name ONE, No Zech. 14.9. 


other Worſhip, Power and Authority ſhall then take place but 
that of Chriſt our Lord, who ſhall then have a vi/tb/e King- 
dom, or the Univerſal Dominion over all the Earth given unto 
him, into the POSSESSION of which HE ſhall be Inveſted in 
the fight of all: unto which tend all the Overturnings in 
the World, which muſt continue till all is turn'd over which 
ſtands in the way of his Univerſal Dominion, whoſe Right it is, 
and it ſhall be given unto bim, Amen and Amen |! 


Having 
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Having thus ſpoken to the Text Dof7rinally, I come now 
to cloſe this Subſect with a brief Application of the whole; 
To Apply well a Subject is as need ſul. to Explain it; if Expli- 
cation enlightens in the underſtanding of a truth, Application 
enforces to an obedience of ir: Unto this end are we taught, 
that we may obey the truth as it is in Jeſus; which that we 
may all be brought unto, my Application of what we have heard 
mall be rednc'd to to heads, EI, 


KNOWLEDGE 
and PRACTICE. 


Theſe t include the whole of Religion; to have a good 
Underſtanding, and a good Converſation, to know and to .do 
arighr, this is to be a Chriſtian: Knowledge without Praclice 
is Light without Heat, which may pleaſe bur dorh not prof, 
he that 4nows his Maſters will and doth it not, ſhall be beaten 
with many ſtripes, Prafice without Knowledge is Heat with- 


foul end; To have a Zeal without Knowledge is to run our 
telves to ruine : Both theſe muſt go tagether, and that they 
may do ſo here I will ſpeak of both. 


I. KNOWLEDGE we ſhould ſeek from hence; without 
Knowledge the Heart can't be good, therefore ſhould we ſeek 
for it as Silver, and ſearch for it as for hid Treaſures, and when 
Wiſdom enters into our Hearts, and Knowledge 1s pleaſant 
v. 10. 11. unto our Souls, then ſhall Diſcretion preſerve 1s, and Under- 
landing ſhall keep us from all Evil. It is a purſuit of Know- 
ledge I am now upon, or an uſe of Information, and much this 
Text would afford us had 1 time to inſiſt on it, but I will 
Contine my Speech ſo cloſe to my Subject, that] ſhall at pre- 
ſent only commend to you from hence a Know/edge of both 
parts of my Text 3 Let us get a good Knowledge both of the 
Overturnings threatn'd, and the Kingdom promis d in the Text. 

Firſt, ſeek we the Knotoledge, or a good Underſtanding of the 
Overt#rnings here threatn'd z we have heard of them, and we 


Prov. 2. v. 4. 


ſhould &zow for a certainty the truth of what we have heard; 


God will ſurely bring about ſuch Overturnings as ſhall put an 
End to the Kingdom of Antichriſt ; as we have heard, ſo ſhall 


it be /cen - this we ſhould &now, and accordingly believe, 8 


out Lig bt, which may make a fair ſhow, but will have a 
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God will accompliſh theſe Overturnngs in his Seaſons, up- 
on all the Subjetfs of Antichriſt's Kingdom, by the ſeveral 
Scourges which have been ſhown to us : Of each of theſe things 
let us labour to have always a diſtinct &now/edge and under- 


* Reading, f i 
* 1/t. Know we diſtinaly the Seaſons in which God will over- 
rd turn Antichriſt ; They have been reveal'd to us from Gods word, 


and we are now without Excuſe, if we know them not. There is 
indeed a Search after a Know/edg of the Times and Seaſons which 
is forbid to us; to be Curious to know the preciſe Times of the 
Commencement, or the exact Period of the Concluſion of Anti- 


od chiilt's Reign, this is Condemnable, and God has Evermore blaſted 

lo all the Attempts of Men this way: After this Knowledge I neither 

ce ſeek, nor ſet you to ſearch, for I am perſwaded, it is reſerv'd 

tt, only in the Breaſt of God: Yet is there a Knowledge of the 

en Times which is Commendable, and our Settl'd Duty to ſeek after; 

h to have ſuch an Underſtanding of the Times, as 10 know tuhat 1 Chr. 12.32. 

a toe ought to do, this is Praiſe-worthy, and the Wart of this is 

ur Complain'd of in Teachers by the Pſalmiſt, We ſee not (faith pg 74. 9. 

ey he) our Signs, there is no more any Prophet zeither among us | 
that knoweth how long: A ſhort-coming here, is Condemn d 

1 alſo in Profeſſors by the Prophet, The Stork in the Heaven jer. 8. 7. 

oh knows ber Appointed Time (faith he) and the Turtle and the 

1 Crane and the Swallow obſerve the Time of tbeir Coming, but 

"of my People know not the Fudgment of the Lord; that is, they 

r. know not the Times in which he hath threatn'd to execute his 

10 Fudements; Yea, our Lord himſelf 22 rebukes ſome high- 

his flown Pretenders to Religion, for their Ignorance of the Times, 


ill in which their Lot was caſt, Te Hypocrites (faith he) ye can f 
re- diſcern the Face of the Sky , but can ye not __ the Sine of Mat. 16, 3. 8 
155 the Times? Which is as if he had ſaid. You pretend to te ö 
the & what Weather you ſhall have, by the Sky, but, can't you 


t. tell what a Mercy you have, in the Preſence of the San of 

the * Man, by the Signs he doth among you, do they not tell you N 
we © what T7mes you live in, Trmes of Salvation and Redemption! ö 
d; Such are Hypocritet; a wicked and adulterous Generation, as | 
an ſearch not after a Knowledge of the Times in which they live. 
all We ſhould now be enquiring of our Miniſters, Watchman, TED 
hat what of the Night? Watchman, _ of the Night? Where. Ia. 21. 11, 
10d 


about 


1 Pet. 1. 10. 


v. 11. 


F. 12. 
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about are we as to the Night of Apoſtacy, but a little way gone, 
or are we far in it? And then may we hear the Watchman ſay, 
The Morning cometh , and alſo the Night: There is a Morn- 
ing- Star will ariſe, a Glorious Day will break, but before that, 


a dark Night of Apoſtacy there muſt be, Therefore, If ye wi/! 


enquire, enquire in Earneſt, Return from your Sins, and come 
to Chriſt to Save you; with Such a Spirit may we, to Such 
Ends ſhould we know the Times in which we live. 

The Apoſtle Peter commends the Saints of old, for this their 
Inquifitiveneſs after both the Firſt and Second Coming of Chriſt, 
whoſe Curiofity herein, he recommends to us for our Imitation; 
o which Salvation | ſaith he, the Salvation Chriſt ſhould bring 
the Prophets have enquired and ſearcht diligently, who propheſi 
ed of the Grace that ſhould come wnto you | they took pains to 
find out what and when it ſhould be] ſearching what, or what 
manner of time the Spirit of Chriſt which was in them did ſignify, 
when it teftify'd before-hand, the ſufferings of Chriſt | in his firſt 
Coming | and the Glory that ſhould be reveaPd | at his ſecond 
Coming | unto whom it was reveal'd that not unto themſelves, 
but unto us they did miniſter the things which are now reported 


unto = by them that have preacht the Goſpel unto you, with 


the Holy Spirit ſent down from Heaven; . preacht for our 
Ed ification, and of Things to come in our Times; and therefore 
we ſhould ſearch after them, and the rather for that they are] 


ſuch things as the Angels deſire to look into, they are willing to 


mragzxy C ſtoop down and pry into them; how much then does this recom- 


v. 13. 


mend to us ſuch an Enquiry into the Times, as may quicken us 
unto our Duty, to be prepar'd for the Grace that is to be brought 

at the Revelation of Chriſt. | 
We have had made known to us the zhree eminent Seaſons 
or Periods of time, in which the zhree great Overturnings 
threatn'd in the Text will come. Each of which times will 
abound with Convulfions, In the firſt of which, the Sardian 
or 5th Church ſtate we now are; which when it is concluded, 
is ſucceeded by the Next, the Ph:/ade/phian or 6th Church- 
ſtate, in which the 7wo Witneſſes ſhall rife, that is, the antient 
People of God, the Jews, will be converted, and united in the 
profeſſion of Chriſt to the believing Gentiles; after which be- 
gins the /aft, the Laodicean or 7th Church-ſtate, in the End 
whereof 
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whereof will the Kingdom of Antichriſt be totally overrurn'd, 
that the Kingdom of Chriſt which can never be moved may be 
ſet up. After theſe three Days, this threefold Seaſon, will God After ie days 
raiſe up his Intereſt, and it ſhall live in his fgght and flouriſh — — 
for ever. Now of all theſe Seaſons let us have ſo good a know- State will God 
ledge that we may be expecting the accompliſhment of theſe ©. burthe 18912 
Overturnings, in order to the Exaltation of Chriſt: And tho? I ho 6 La- 
would not by any means that we ſhould raſhly Limit the State will bettet 
Commencement or Concluſion of theſe Seaſons (which it is im- ip H. 
oſſible for us to do with ſucceſs, eſpecially, for that the 
Hines are to be ſbortud for the Elects ſake, and how much or Mar. 24. 22 
how little none knows, and therefore none ſhould pretend to 
fix theſe Seaſons to ſuch or ſuch a Year) yet ſhould we fo en- 
quire after the Signs of the Times, and ger ſuch a Knowledge 
thereof, as may prompt us to be waiting and preparing for all 
that is approaching, in all the Seafons, which have beenſhown 
to us under various Denominations. 
2dly, Let us get a good Underſtanding of the Subjects that 
are to be Overturn d; Theſe we ſhould know, that we may not 
belong to them: Many live in the Camps of Antichriſt, not 
knowing whereabouts they are: So Hood- winkt are ſome, that 
tho? they are in the midſt of Babylon, they think they are far from 
her; and others that dwell by the Rivers of Babylon are yet ready 
to think they are in the Heart of Zion; To have a good under- 
ſtanding of Antichriſt is a good way to be kept out of his 
Tents; So many have confin'd Antichriſt to particular Perſons, 
Parties or Places, that he is by Ft thought to be ſo extenſive 
as he is: The Papiſts will have him among the Pagans and 
Proteſtants ,, The Proteſtants will fix him at Reme and Con- 
ſtantinople, and thus all putting him far from themſelves, give 
him opportunity to enter in among them, by their conceits 
that he is at ſo, great a diftance |! 
But my Friends, be it oor unto us all, that wherever the 
Dragon, the Beaſt, and the Falſe Prophet are, there is Anti- 
chriſt ; and farther let us know, that theſe three between them, 
thare the greateſt part of the World; I ſhall readily grant that 
they are not all a/ike prevalent in all Places; in one Region 
there may be more of one, and in another of the other, and the 
third may moſt prevail elſewhere ; Yer among them, they 
lick up moſt of the — the Earth, and what one 
2 gets 


2 
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Rev. 13. 2. 
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v. 4. 


ſhipp'd the Beaſt, ſaying , who is like unto the Beaſt 
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gets not, falls a Prey to the other, or is caught up by the 4ſt; 


He that is not under an ohen Obedience to the Dragon, pays 
Homage haply to the Impo/ations of rhe Beaſt, or at leaſt is 
under the Delaſians of the Falſe Prophet, ſo that by one, or 


ot her, or all theſe, all Fleſh is in danger of periſhing ; Let me 


a little Illuſtrate this to you by an Induction of Inſtances. 

The DRAGON is the Devil, the God ot this World, and what 
a ſway he hath in it who can but fee ? It is true whole Nati- 
ons, all that call them ſel ves Chriſtians, have renoune'd him by 
their Profeſſion, yet | not to ſay while in words they deny, in 
works they diſcover great Homage unto him, not to inſiſt on 
this here] are there not many more, and greater Nations that 
worſhip him, than that renounce him ex profeſſo? Moſt part of 
America, almoſt all Afro, and Africa, and the moſt Northerly 
parts of Europe, worſhip the Devil openly : So that it muſt be 
own'd, the Dragon carrys away a Majority; and of thoſe: who 
honour not Him thus Groſly, how many are open Admirers and 
Applauders of 

The BEAST, that is the Brutal Powers of the Earth; ſuch 
as in whatever Poſt they are, command unjuſt or unreaſonable 
things, theſe are in the Holy Scripture denominated Beaſts, ſo. 
the 4 — Monarchys , or grand Powers of the World, that are 


to prevail till Chriſt comes, theſe are ſet out by four Beaſts, 


for their Brutality ; unto which denomination , have they not 
truly anſwerd ? And have not theſe had their Myriads of 
Slaves, Flatterers and Subjects? The Dragon, that is the Devil 
cares not to reign too openly, for then he would be diſcover'd, 
wherefore he hath given his Power, his Seat, and great Autho- 
rity to this his Deputy, his Viceregent the Beat; The Brutal 
Powers of the Earth ſubſtitute and: fill up the Dragon's place, 
and what wondring there is after this Beaſt, we may read in 
Holy Writ, A/ the World wonder'd after the Beaſt , and wor» 
d the Dragon that gave Power to the Beaſt, and they wor- 
/bo ts 
able to make War with him? Theſe are the Sentiments of the. 
moſt, they wonder after, and worſhip the Beaſt ; and in fo do- 
ing, _ i Dragon, as the Text tells us: Yea, after he 
is come to be baptiz d Chriſtian; and a pretender to Religion, 
doth he not put an almoſt univerſal Stop to Commerce, or 
Converſation, 


will) 
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Converfation, where a mark of Subjection to Him is refus d? 
Which ſhows that the Beaſt , his Brutal Sway, is ſpread abroad 
far and near : For, 

If a Man without Offence might ſpeak it, it were not un- 
worthy to take notice that moſt Fumzlys,Citys and Nations, pre- 
tending to Superiority, Gentility, or Nobility, have their Coats 
of Arms blazon'd with, or ſupported by Beaſts ; and ſome of 
them, Beaſts of the moſt voracious kind, ſuch as Eyors, Tygers, 
Bears, yea, Dragons, &c. a Heraldry, which methinks, ſhould 
be deteſtable to thinking Men, in as much as it favours of the 
Beaſt, and gives an umbrage of Suſpicion at leaſt, that the Pomp 
and Power ſo 1 , or ſprung from, or pertains to the 
Beaſt : In whoſe Deſcription, to be brief and plain, it may be 
ſaid, That where ever any Power doth ej, or is obey'd in 
what isoppefite unto God, and his Word, there the Bea hath 
his Sway; and whoever ſo far pays Homage thereto, is a Slave 
to the * z To have our Religion, and all our Obedience, 
ſtand in the Will of Superiors, where that is oppoſite to the 
Will of God, this is to be ſabjeQt to the Beaſt; How many 

ubjeQts then he has, judge ye! There we may be ſure he has 


Subj 
- Multitudes, where whole Nations conform themſelves continu- 


ally to the Will of all the Powers that are over them, although 
chey are frequently, both oppoſite to each other, and conſtantly 
againſt the Wi/l of God > The whole Fry of Eraſtians, Men 
who pretend whatever forms of Worſhip the Magiſtrate enjoyns, 
they mult be ſubmitted to, without Reluctance; all theſe are 
rofeſſed Subjects of the Beaſt ; and fo is all that part of the 
World, that comes juſtly under the Cenſure of the old Saying, 


Regis ad Exemplum totius componitur orbis. 
All that make the prevailing Powers (let them be what they 


will) the only Standard of all their Actions and Religion; all 


theſe are Slaves to the Beat. Whoſe Character I ſhall give 


you, in the fine Words of an accompliſh'd Gentleman: Of 


« ll the Felicitys (lays he) that the Immortal God beſtotos up- 
« on mortal Man, two are the chief, that we are born Men, and 
« ot Beaſts; Freemen, and not Slaves; and * that go about 
* % leſſen, or ſteal away theſe two excellent Indowmemts, I dare 
u be bold to pronounce them the worſt of Beaſts ; ſo far be; 
: unto- 


Titus 1 [2 12. 


v. 13. 


2 Pet. * 31 1 * 


not be circumſcrib'd to ſuch a ſmall 


1 Cor. 2.5. 


Ila. 8. 20. 


unto whoſe Wit, let me ſubjoyn the Word of God, in which 
the Apoſtle Paul doth inſert the Character of ſuch as are of the 
Beaſt, bringing a whole Iſiand under the Condemnation of a 
Poet of their own. 


Bellys : This Witneſs is true; we 
that are Lyars and Belly-Gods, are Beaſts, what will become 
of the greateſt part of the World ? Know we who are ſuch, 
that we may neither be deceiv'd by them, nor like unto them. 


( 54) 


Kęñ Jes de Q ed ca, xard Oueias yasiges dey ol. 


The Cretiens, ſays he, are page _ , evil _— ow 
then may we ſay, If all 


The FALSE PROPHET alſo we ſhould ſo know as to ſhun, let 
us not think we ſhall ſurely eſcape him, if we can but get far 
enough from the 1 or Mahomet; for tho? they are falſe Pro- 
phets with a witnels, = they are not the only ones, there are 
many beſides them. I have ſmil'd ſometimes at the Cenſures 
that ſome have paſs d upon us, as if we were Deceivers; hap- 
py (thought I) were it for the World, if there were zo more 
than ſuch a Remnant; but alas, the falſe Prophers and falſe 
Teachers of the laft Days, are fo _ „that they cannot only 

ody, but even the nume- 
rous Papiſts and Mabometans themſelves encompaſs not all the 
falſe Prophets; No, wbere-ever any teaches what is contrary 
to God's Word, where-ever the Faith of any ſtands in Man 
more than God, there, whatever Name or Denomination ſuch 

a Party goes under, there is the falſe Propher. 

Many there are, who as they have renounc'd Obedience to 
the Dragon, ſo nor will they be voluntary Vaſſals of the Beaſt, 
and yet alas! they are too much led by the Noſe by the Falſe 
Prophet; what their Miniſters ſay, this is what they will obey 


right or wrong, their credo, and their ago, both what they be- 


lieve, and what they do, all this muſt be as they receive from 
their Biſhops, Prieſts, or Paſtors : they whoſe Faith ſtands in 
the Wiſdom of Miniſters, more than the Power of God; whoſe 
Life is after the will and ways of Miniſters, more than the 
Word of God, all theſe are under the Conduct of the falſe 
Prophet ;, and how many theſe are, who can tell? Whatever 


Pretences any make, if they ſpeak not according to the Word of 


2 Cor.11.13-God, there is no Light in them; No, they are falſe Apoſtles, 
decenful 


(WF 

deceitſul Workers, transforming themſelves into the Apoſtles of 
Chrift, and no marvel, for Satan himſelf is transform'd into an 
Angel of Light ;, Therefore its no great thing, if his Miniſters 
alſo are transform'd as the Miniſters of Righteouſneſs , whoſe 
End ſpall be according to their Works, Of ſuch therefore let 
us beware, that we fall not into the Trap they lay to catch the 
umwary, to wit, Good Words and fair Speeches, by which they Rom. 16.18, 
deceive the Hearts of the Simple. 

Thus, let us be well acquainted with all the Deſcriptions of 
Antichriſt, and get ſuch a Knowledge of Him, as may direct us 
to ſhun Him in all his Shapes, that we be nor caught, neither 
in one, nor another, nor any of the Gins, which Antichriſt ſhall 
lay in any of his Appearances made known to us in the former 
part of the Diſcourſe ; for by manifold Characters is he ſet out, 
that we may know his various ways of captivating poor Souls, 
and bringing them to eternal ruin ! | 

3dly. Our Intereſt it is to have a good Knowledge of the 
Scourges by which God will overturn the Kingdom of Anti- 
chriſt; We have heard of them, ler us expect them, and pray 
that we may ſtand, and not fall by them into the ſame Condem- 
nation that they will bring upon the moſt : God hath ordain'd 
three Inſtruments of Death unto his Enemys; the Sword, Storms 
and the Spirit; This let us know, that thereby we be not ſur- | 
| priz d; In the /aft Days, in the Ends of the World, When the jer. 46. 1c: 
| Days of the Lord's Vengeance come, that he may avenge him of | 

his Adverſarys, then ſhall the Sword devour and be ſatiate, and It 

) made drunk with their Blood, and then the Lord ſhall cauſe his Iſa. 30. 30. 
Glorious Voice to be heard, and ſhall ſhow the lighting down of his 
2 Arm, with the Indignation of bis Anger, and with the Flame of | 
ö a devouring Fire, with ſcattering, and Tempeſts, and Hail. ſtoner, | 
3 of which lately in Eng/and, Germany, Italy, Oc. he hath given | 
n ſome fearful Examples; and then will the Hirit of Life from Rev f. 12. 
n 
e 


v. 14. 
V, I 5. 


—— - 
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God, enter into bis Witneſſes , by which the Adver/arys ſhall | 
be conſum'd, being not able to reſiſt his Power; which, while 


le they are ſhunning, they fall into thoſe Errors, by which they 
ſe riſh for ever; and certainly, what one of theſe Judgments 
er eaves undone, the other, or the laſt, will compleat ; Eſpeci- 
of ally will People [ nay the moſt ſeem already to | be given up to 
4, believe Lies, that they may periſh ; There wx? be Dy — 1Cor. 17 79 
ul poſtle, 
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; Ch 
Apoſtle, there are, may we ſay] ſuch Hereſies, by which the be 
moſt periſh; and even in our fight, what between the Neono- r. 
mian and Antiromian Hereſies, there are but few among Pro- aaa 
ſeſſors who eſcape being corrupted; Theſe Ca/amties, in all Ao 
their Characters (which you have heard before) will come, and for 
will be the means of overturning Antichriſt , this let us know, * 
and ſo be upon = Guard, leſt at any time we be devour'd by ef 1 
m, or any of them. 3 . 
—_ ove i recommended the Knowledge, which it is : x 
needful for us to have of the Things relating to the Overrurn- jed 
ing ol the Antichriſtian Intereſt. I would not Brethren, in theſe AW 
weighty Matters have you Ignorant, leſt We periſh with them very 
that periſh, and be deſtroy'd alſo of the Deſtroyers! — 
Secondly, It ſtands us upon alſo, to have a Good Underſtand- Chil 
ing in, and a Sound Knowledge of the Glorious Kingdom of our thei 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which is to be ſer up in all the Earth, upon tha 
the Overturning of the Kingdom of Antichriſt : This we ſhould . 
noto be well acquainted with, that we may in time Repent, and 2 
At 10, le Converted, that our Sins may be blotted out, and not remem- mn 
ts 3.19, 20. 


bred againſt us, when theſe times of Refreſhing from the Pre- and ; 
fence 1 the Lord ſhall come; when he will ſend Feſus Chriſt, of t ; 


who before has been preacht unto us, whom the Heaven muſt re- 


a : Tod, 
cerve, until the Iimes of the Reſtitution of all Things, which that 
God hath ſpoken of by all his Holy Prophets ſince the World be- ther 
gan: In very truth ſo he hath, all bear Witneſs unto a Glorious cial 
Time, in the End of the World, when the Earth and all the ben 
Creation ſhall be Reſtor d to its former Paradiſeical Eſtate, a Cond 
State of Righteouſneſs, Peace and Foy, in which that Kingdom Bl 
of Chriſt will Con/e/? ; unto Such a Time do all the Holy Pro- for it 

phets bear ſuch ample Teſtimonies, that to name them all, were Accor 

to tranſcribe a great part of the Bible; I muſt therefore, leſt I bleſſc: 

know not how to give over, not ſo much as attempt an Enume- will 

ration of Texts on this Head: Yet may ] not omit that Sub- all thi 

ſtantial Declaration of the Holy Apoſtle Paul, who comforting Aft. 

Saints under all their Sufferings, lays belore them the Conſide- £600 

Rom. 8. 17. ration of this Kingdom of Chriſt, If (faith he) we are Children, forme! 


then beirs,heirs of God, and joint -heirs with Chriſt , if ſo bethat we Enjoy 


er with him, that we may be alſo glorify d with him: Which the Lc 
12 if he had ſaid, 4/77 Gods Children ſhare ſome —_— 
HR | It, 
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Chriſt, but if ſo be we are not Syfferers, we ſhall not be Joint- 
heirs in the Glory of his Kingdom on Earth; which G/ory he 
next tells us, is reſerv'd for Sufferers only: For (ſaith he) I 
reckon that the Sufterings of this preſent time are not wortby to 


be compar'd with the Glory which ſhall be reveaPd in us, us Suf- 
ferers, which Glory what it is, he now proceeds to ſhow, For 


the earneſt 3 of the Creature waits for the maniſeſtation 


of the Sons of God, that is, all the Creation is waiting till that 
Time, that it ſhall be known who are the Sons of God, till 
their Glory is manifeſted ; For the Creature was not made ſub- 
Jed to vanity willingly, but by reaſon of him who bath ſubjefed 
the ſame in Hope, but what Hope is there for the Creature ? oh 
very great, Becauſe the Creature it ſelf alſo ſhall be deliver d 
from the bondage of Corruption, into the gloriom liberty of the 
Children of God, that is, when the Children of God thall have 
their Glorious Liberty, the Creature ſhall have this Good by it, 
that they ſhall be deliver'd from the Bondage they are under by 
reaſon of Mans Corruption; For we know that the whole Cre- 
ation groaneth and travelleth in pain together until now, it is all 
uneaſy, till it be reſtor'd to its former Paradiſaical condition, 
and not only they, but our ſetves alſo, which have the firſt Fruits 
of the Spirit, even we our ſelves, groan- within our ſelves, 
waiting for the Adoption, to wit, the Redemption of the Body, 
that is to ſay, we are ſavd now by Faith, but we have fur- 
ther hopes of a Glorious time for the who/e Creation, and eſpe- 
cially for zs that are converted and ſuffer for Chriſt, a Time 
wherein our Bodys ſhall be redeem'd from their preſent vile 
Condition, and made fit to ſerve God here on Earth: This 
Bleſſing we yet have not, but we hope, and with Patience wait 
for it, and tho' we do not diſtinctly know how or what on this 
Account to pray for, yet, as the Spirit helps, we groan for this 
bleſſed Time, which God who knows the mind of the Spirit, 
will in due Seaſon bleſs us with; and till then we &now that 
all things will work together for our good. 

After the World hath had its 6 days of Toyl and Labour or 
6000 Years of Wearineſs, it ſhall be renew'd and reſtor'd to its 
former happy Eſtate as before the Fall ; and then ſhall ic 
Enjoy a 7th day, a true Sabbath, or reſt of 1000 Years, in which 
the Lord Jeſus will give * thoſe who ſhall continue _— 

im 


v. 18. 


v. 19. 


v. 20. 


v. 21. 


v. 22. 


v. 23. 


Luke 22. 28, 
29 30. 


Heb. 4. 9. 


- which from holy Scripture we have drawn up of this ihe 
4 
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him in bis Tribulat iont, a King d G 
enjoy in his Preſence, and be fill'd with Righteouſneſs, Peare and 
oy + This is the great Zubiler, the Sabbat iſin of true reſt which 
remains for the faithful Servants and Subjelts of Feſmt Chriſt, 
This is the Sum of what we ſhould know of the Kingdom of 
Chriſt, which is yet to come, of which tho? I could ſpeak more 


particularly, and haply ſo account for the Ordet and Nature 


of it, as that no Obje&ions could ſtand before the Scheme, 
om ; 
yet here having no room for ſuch inlargements, I ſhall on 
ſubjoyn for Teſtimony to the truth of what I have here ſaid, 
That which is commonly call'd zhe Lords Prayer, which is 
indeed (as one well nam'd it) the Prayer of this Kingdom , How 
many patter over the weighty Words of that bleſſed P/ar- 


form of Prayer, without underſtanding what they Say, or fot 


what they Pray: The truth of it is, there is none can pray ovet 
thoſe words aright, without a belief of this Kingdom. When 
we pray to our Father that is in Heaven, that bis Name may 
be Halb where do we expect it will be Hallhw'd as in this 
Kingdom? And when we ſay thy Kingdom come, what King- 
dom do we pray for? that of the Goſpel ? that is in the World 
already, ſutely we ſhould mean what we ſay, and then we 
muſt intend no other chan this Kingdom, in which he 44 
God will be done on Earth, à it is done in Heaven , there ſhall 
be daily Bread and no want, there Iniquities will be forgiven 
throughout; thete we ſhall not be led into Temptation, there 
ſhall we be deliver d from all Evil, there will God have a King- 
dom, and Power, and Glory viſible, which will never have an 
End, for it will tun into Eternity: This then, if ir is a Prayet 
for any thing, is a 1 for the vi/ible Kingdom, Power, and 

riſt, which in the lattet Days ſhall Come upon 


no of C 
 Farth, with which Kingdom let us be well wm yy and 


for which the Lord prepare us aright, that we may ſhare in the 
Glorys thereof, which that we may not come ſhott of, I will 
now addreſs unto the other part of the Application, wherein 
we ſhall be directed unto a due Pradice ; which is the very 
End of all FN | | | 
I. A PRACTICE anſwerable to our knowledge of theſe 


truths J would now tecomtnend ; and this will be an uſe of 
Exhortation: 


dom and Glory which they ſhall 


r ͤ Ou. 7 
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Exhortation: What manner of Perſons ſhould we be that be. 
lieve ſuch overturnings and ſuch a Kingdom (hall be ſer up in 
the world, of which we have heard ? Our Great Care it ſhould 
be to ſet about thoſe dutys which ſuch a Faith calls for. 

In this caſe let Noah that Great Believer in the o/d world, 
be ſet before us as our Pattern ; He when the whole earth was 
to be overwhel/r?d with water, made proviſion for his Security 
in ſo dreadful a time; and ſhould not we, hearing that the 
whole World ſhall be overturn d, and burnt up with Fire, be 


2 Pet. 3. 11. 


Equally Sollicitous for our Salvation? By Faith (faith the A- Heb, 11 5; 


3 


poltle) Noah being warn daf God of things not ſeen as yet, 
noved with ſear, prepared an ark to the ſauing of his houſe, 
by the which he condemn'd the World, and became heir of the 
righteouſneſs which is by faith; we have had frequent warnings 
from God of what he is about to do, and tho? the things which 
are to be accompliſht are xo? , ſeen yet, we ought to be nov 
with Fear for they ate certain, wherefore we thould prepare 
an Ark tothe ſaving of our Houſe, we ſhould ſeek a Place of 
Retreat, a hideing Place, where ze, and our Sced may be ſafe 
from the Dangers approaching and by this, tho we cannot 
Convince, leaſt of all Convert, yet ſhall we Condemm the World ; 
and ſo ſhall we become Heirs of the Righteouſneſs, of Fuſtifice 
tion, Sancti fication, and Glorification, all which are by Faith both 


believ'd, receiv d, and waited tor; Thus ſhould we prepare to meet Amos 4. 12; 


our God in the ways of his Overturnings, in order unto the 
Eſtabliſhing a Kingdom for Chriſt upon Earth, 

But that I may with the more Succeſs recommend this 
Praclice, I will branch it out into Four Particulars : that we 
may anſwer unto our Knowledge of the Truths we have here 
been taught, we muſt be found in the Profice of theſe Duties, 


1/t. We ſhould give diligence to ſecure our Intereſt in Chriſt, 


2dly. We ſhould now ſubmit our ſelves to his Government. 
3dly. We ſhould /ilently wait in his ways for his coming. 
4 We ſhould /ing forth his Praiſe in all that he doth. 


ed is that Servant whoſe Lord when he cometh ſhall find Luke 12; 45; 


you, that he will make him Ruler over all he hath. 


Lot, a Portion in him; this will Rand us in the moſt ſtead, in 
I 2 Day 


th doing, engaging in ſuch like Services; of a Truth I ſay unto 
1/2, Let us give Diligence to ſecure an Intereſt in 3 : 


44» 
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Day of the Lord which is-approaching : This is what t he Apo- 
| file above all things — and for which we ſhou Id be as 
Phil. 3.9. deſirous, that we may be found in Chriſt, not having our own 
Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, and fo far ſhort of it roo, 
but that which is through the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs 
which is of God by Faith + Ir is in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
alone we can ſtand, we ſhould therefore count all things Loſs 
v. 8 and Dung, in Compariſon of this, that ſo we may be found in 
His Imputed Righteouſneſs, which is our / and only Security: 
This was the Righteouſneſs the P/a/miſt fled unto, and truſted 
ow 1 _ account -u eg y our Lord, Be 
ihou (ſaith he rong Habitation whereunto continuall 
26 eames reſort, thou 5 Commandment to ſave 3 thou JA 
my Rock, and my Fortreſs : He made the Lord Chriſt his Rock 
of Salvation, his Habi tation of Righteouſneſs ; hence ſaith he, 
My Mouth ſhall ſhew forth th nas, and thy Salvation 
all the Day: for I know not the numbers thereof : ] can quick. 
ly count up my own Righteouſneſs, but zh:ne exceeds, 10 that 
v.16, it cannot be numbred ; whence he adds, Iwill go in the ſtrength 
of the Lord God, I will make mention of Thy Righteouſ) eſe, 
even Thine ONLY : No other will ſerve my Turn, for 
v. 19. Righteouſneſs, O God, is very High, who baſt done Great things, 
O God, Who is like unto Thee £ There is none can match the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, wherefore he concludes, My Tongue 
Ve 24. ſhall talk of thy Righteouſneſs all the day long, for it is ſo great 
that they are Confounded, they are brought unto Shame, that 
Compare Iſa ſought my Hurt: Sins, Sinners, Satan, all that thought to con- 
| 54. 15. demn me, are effectually Repell'd, by Faith in the Righteouſ- 
| with Rom. neſs of Chriſt: There is 20 Condemnation to them that are in 
8. — coverd with the compleat Robe of his Imputed Righte- 
Ouinels, i 
My Brethren, there is no ſtanding before a perfect God, but 
in a perfect Righteouſneſs ; which no Mortal having, our fo/e 
| l recourſe for Security, muſt be to the Lord Chriſt, with whoſe 
| Righteouſneſs being cloath'd , we may have acceſs unto God 
| Heb. 10. 19. 20h Boldneſs ; Here then we muſt begin, by Faith in Chriſt to 
| Adds g. truſt unto his Righteouſneſs, that we may be juſtiſyd from all 
| ke — things, from which we cannot be juſtiſyd by any Righteoul- 
neſs of our own, or any others, beſides this imputed _— 
ouſneſs 


v. 15. 
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Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; On this account moſt remarkable it is, 
that ſtill where the Overturnines of the laſt Day, and the King- 
dom of Chriſt are foretold, there the Word of Exhortation ever 
is, 3 ſhelter our _ in our — Chriſt. N 3 N 
nto this purpoſe frequently ſpeaks the Prophet I/aiab, when : | 
he is entring 4 Deſcription of he great Works of God in du 
the laſt Days, Enter into the Rock, Chriſt by Faith, and hide 
thee inthe” Duſt by Repentance , for fear of the Lord's Terror, 
and for the Glory of his Majeſty in his Kingdom; and then, 
Ceaſe ye from Man, the Fears, Favours, or Faith of Man, 22 
whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, for wherein is he, ſuch a Man 
as he, to be accounted of? Wherein indeed? No meer Man 
can be, what Chriſt w. then be to them that truſt in him, 4 
Tabernacle for a Shadow in the Day-time from the. Heat, and ch. 4. 6. 
for a Place of Refuge, and for a Covert from Storm, and from 
Rain; Unto this Man Chriſt then, unto him let us now fly by | 
Faith, that he may he 4 Strength to us poor Creatures, 2 Strength ch. 25. 4. | 
to us that are zeedy in our Diſtreſs, and he will be a Re 4g 
from the Storm, a Shadow from the Heat, when the Blaſt of the 
terrible Ones is az a Storm againſt the Wall : It is unto him in 
the proſpeU of his Kingdom, that we are adviſed to betake 
our ſelves by Faith, for this is the Mar that ſhall be az an hi- Iſa. 32. 2. 
ding Place — the Wind, and a Covert from the Iempeſt, a 
Rivers of Waters in a dry Land, and as the Shadow f a great 
Rock in a weary Land, 
If we mean to ſtand in the Days of Deſolations that are 
coming upon the World , it we think to weather the Storms 
that are approaching, and to bear out againſt all the Winds and 
Fouds, and Rains that will come, ſo as that we ſhall not pe- 
riſh for ever ; Then mult we lay our Foundation firm upon the Mat. J. 26 
Rock of Ages, that is, our Faith muſt be fix d on the Lord 27, with Ila. 
Chriſt rhe Mediator, ſet up by God, as the only Saviour of Sin- 26. 3. 
ners; In vain is Salvation look'd for from any Hills or Moun- Jer. 3-23 
tains of Dutys, Honours , Riches, Vertues, or whatever elſe 
can be thought on, truly in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our God, in 
Him alone zs our Salvation; and therefore let this be the Lan- 
guage of all our Hearts, Behold we come unto thee by Faith, v. 22. 
and pur our Truſt in thee, depending only for Salvation on 
thee, who art the Lord our Righteouſneſs : Thus if we do whe: 
| ther 


W 


Iſa. 26. 13. 
Mica 4. 5. 


( 62 ) 
whether we live or dye, whether we ſee through, or fall in the 
Overturnings that are approaching, we ſhall be the Lords, and 
it ti be wel! with s unto Eternity, even fo, Amen 

2d!y. Having thus ſecur d an Intereſt in Chriſt by Faith, it is 
our bounden Duty to ſubmit our ſelves to his Government by 
Obedience ; This is our moſt reaſonable Service, if He is our 
Saviour, ſurely He ſhould be our Sovereign: Whom ſhould we 
obey, to whom pay Homage, but unto him who is the Lord 
our Righteouſneſs £ Other Lords indeed have had the Dominion 
over us, but now by bis Name alone ſhould we be cald, we 
ſhould mention Him only as our Supreme; A/! Nations will 
walk each in the Name of their Gods, hind ſhould not we be as 
reſolute ? Yes ſurely , and proteſt, That we will walk in the 
Name of our. God for ever and ever; The Dragon, the Beaſt, 
and the fa!/e Prophet, have had too much ſway over 2, as yet 
they have over too many in the World; but now ſhould we re- 
nounce all Allegiance to them, and ſwear Fealty ever-more un- 
to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : That Advice is here exceedingly to 


1 16.25 the purpoſe, m_ I pray you , from the Tents of all wicked 


Alen, and touch Nothing of theirs, none of their Sins or Cor- 
ruptions do ye partake with, /eft ye be conſun'd in All their 
Sine; If we fall in with any, we may be conſum'd in 2// their 


Ila. 52.11. Sins; wherefore let us now depart, Depart ye, go ye out from all 
with Rev.18. Confederacys with the wicked, ouch no unclean thing, * ye 


4. 


Rom. 10. 9. 


out of the midſt 4 Babylon, all ye that bear the Veſſels of the 
Lord; We ſhould abandon with a// Care, and abhor with 9/! 
our Hearts, all manner of Contagion, by, or ſubjection 70 
the profeſs'd Enemys of our Sovereign Lord and King, unto 
whom it is as much our Duty to profeſs Subjettion, as to truſt 
in him for Salvation! 

Confeſjon of Chriſt with the Mauth, and in the Lzfe, is ſo 
conjoyn'd with Fund in the Heart, that they can never, they ne- 
ver will be ſeparated in thoſe who ſhall be Heirs of Salvation, 
If ibo fhait confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Feſws, as well 
as believe aa bin with thy Heart, thou ſhalt be ſaved, not elſe ! 


1 Tim. 6.12, Moſt Juft it is, that we ſhould make « good Profe/jion before 


13. 


many Witneſſer of him, who made a good Confeſfiox for us be- 
fore many Enems; The Counſel given to ſome, too haughty to 
take it, ſhould with all Thankfulnefs, be accepted by ax : Let 
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(63 
us A/ the Son, or pay all Homage unto him, Je he be angry, Plal. 2. 
and — periſh gas the toay, then hat Wrath 16 bid but V+ 1, 12. 
little; bleſſed are all they that put their Truſt in bim, and pay 
due oiNage unto him; Becauſe of the Greatnefs of his Power, Pſal. 66. 3. 
even his Eremys ſhall ſubmit ibemſelves, or yield feign'd Obe- | 
dience unto him? And ſhould not we give nen d Subjeftion | 
unto him; We, who have taſted alſo of the grearne/s of bis | 
Grace + All of us that have belies'd in Chriſt, ſhould with 
one Voice, make out Actlamatiens, Taying, The Lord is oar 
Jae, the Lord # dur 1 of our Statute- mater, whoſe 
tatutes we will heartily obſetve ; The Lord is our King, be 16 33. 22. 

till ſave s; He will fave ſuch Subjetts of his, and none ot her 
than ſuch as pay this Homage unto him; is 1o#e therefore Mat. 1. 28. 
let us take on us, unto his Scepret let us ſubject our ſelves, re- 
nouncing all forenfick and oppofite Authorities, and ſaying as 
thoſe Saints of old , even in the Face of the higheſt Powers 
below, We ought to obey God Father than Men; that is, in 
God we will obey Man, but 4zainft God we may obey none, he 
being our Leige Soveraign, to whom we have ſworn, and 
muſt py perpetual Obedience! A/ Obedience to any, ought to 
be in the Lord, and fo fat as we can (Salva Conſcientia,) with a 
good Conſcience to God obey any, ſo far ought we, and far- 
ther we ſay not. a | | 

2dly. Thus being ſubjected unto Chriſt our King, let us f- 
lently wait for his coming in all his ways ; This is out Duty; 
and unto this let us attend according to that Excellent Exhor- 
tation Therefore wait ye upon me, ſaith the Lord, #7til the Zeph. 3. 8. 
Day that I riſe up to the Prey : For my determination is to ga- 
ther the Nations, that I may aſſemble the Kingdoms, to pour upon 
them mine Indignation, even all my fierce Anger; for the Barth 
ſhall be devour”d with the Fire of my Fealonſy , This being the 
determination of God, in truth it behoves us to wart upon him; 
but how, may ſome fay ? I anſwer in Purity, with Prayer and 
Pleaſure , to which let us 77 Patience ; Theſe four ways * 
ſhould we walt upon God ; If we are not Pure, we can't Pray 
for this time, leaſt of all have Pleaſure in it, or with Patience 
look for it; with this Chain of Vertues therefore, muſt we be 
encompaſs d, or bound about, we muſt not want-oze of theſe 
Propettys, if we would wait aright on God for the glorious. 
Things he will bring about in the laſt Days. i. We 


Acts 5. 29. 
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1/7, We muſt wait with Purity: We muſt, if we look for 

the Kingdom of Chriſt, in which dwells Righteouſneſs labour 

to be r1ghteors as he is righteows,. ſeek to be perfect as our 

Heavenly King is perfef, this is the very uſe the Servants of 

God ever mad? of the Doctrine of the Kingdom; So far were 

they from taking an occaſion hereby to the F, that they 

urg'd unto all Holineſs upon this very Conſideration: SO when 

the Apoſtle Paul had been recounting the glorious Reſtoration 

of the Jetos into the Church; he concludes it with this notable 

Rom. 11.ch. Exhortation, I be/eech you therefore Brethren, by the Mercies 

12-1,%: of God which you have juſt now been told of, hat ye project 

your Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 

zs your reaſonable Service, in very truth is it, and therefore be 

ye not con form d to this World, but be ye transform d by the re- 

newing of your Mind, that ye may prove what is that good andac- 

ceptable and perfect Will of God, which is to be accompliſht in 

the laſt Days eſpecially : SO after he had been quickning Saints 

2 Cor. 6. 14. to à ſeperation from all of Antichriſt, upon the conſideration of 

Sc. what great good Things God would beſtow on them, he thus 
Chap. 7 1. beſpeaks them, Having therefore theſe Promiſes, dearly Beloved, 

Let us cleanſe our ſelves from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, 

let us be holy inſide and out ſide, that ſo we may be pole tf 
Holineſs in the fear of God, —— 

There is no Doctrine ſo much promotes Purity as this of the 

overturning of Antichriſt, and eſtabliſhing of a Kingdom in 

Phil. 3.21. this World for Chriſt, Onzhzs Confederation ſaith the Apoſtle, 

we bave our Converſation in Heaven, It is Looking for this 

Tir. 2.13,14. bleſſed Hope, and the Glorious appearing of the Great God, and 

our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, that makes his People purify them- 

ſelves from all Iniquity, and be zealous of Good Works : It is the 

1 Per. 1. 13, Grace that is tobe brought at the revelationof Chriſt, which makes 

Saints — debyr,r to this World, on this Account they ſhould 

14. not, they toad not faſhion themſelves like the World in what's 


againſt Nature or Scripture, but ſeeking 10 be Holy as God is 

oly, they paſs their time of Sojourning here, in fear of offending 

2 Pet. 3. 14. God: IWherefore beloved, ſecing we look for ſuch things, we 
' = ſhould be Diligent that we may be found of Chriſt in Peace, 
without ſo much as a Spot, and Blameleſs : This is the True 

Doctrine that eſtabliſhes Holineſs, - fo that whoever hath this 


4 0 


tohich 
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Hope, vis. of ſeeing and being made like unto Chriſt in his 
Kingdom, he purifyerh himſelf even as be is pure, fo ſhould 
we do, ſo /et us do; and in this rn, 

2dly, Let us wait, Praying for the Kingdom of Chriſt : We 
ſhall be afraid to pray, if we are not pure, but he that is pure, 
will with Boldneſs pray, Our Father, who art in Heaven, Mar. 6. 9: 
* Hallowed be thy Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will be 
done, in Earth as it is in Heaven, Nc. No others, None but thoſe 
that are pure in Heart, ſhall ſee God in this Kingdom, therefore Mar. 5. 8. 
none but they can 77 aright for it, and all ſuch /hou/d and 
will pray continually, Night and Day, unto God on this Ac- 


1 John 3. 3. 


count: How ſhould we expoſtulate with God, as Saints of old, 


[ Quouſque Domine | How long, Lord, How long Hall the wick- 
ed triumph! How long ſhall they utter and ſpeak Hard Things, 
and all the workers of Iniquity boaſt themſelves | How long 
ſhall the Tranſereffions that make deſolate continue, and the Dan. 8. 13 
Sanctuary of God be trodden under foot! How long ſhall it be ch. 12. 6. 

to the End of theſe Wonders | How long will it be ere the Lord Zech. 1. 12. 
bath Mercy on his Church, againſt which he bath had Indignation 

now ſo many Hundreds of Tears ! So Saints have pray'd of old, 

and even to this day all that are under the A/tar | the Righte- 

ouſneſs of and Sufferings for Chriſt] do yet Cry with a Loud 

Voice, How long, O Lord, Holy and True, doſt thou not Judge Rev. 6. 3. 
and avenge our Blood on them that dwell on the Earth ! 

Thus ought we to pray Night and Day for Vengeance on An- 

tichriſt, and the Times of Refreſhing from the Preſence of Chriſt 

unto his People : Divinely are we taught thus to pray by God in 

his Word ; Let God ariſe, let bis Enemies be ſcatter d, let them pfal. 68. 1, 2. 
alſo that hate him flee before him, As Smoke 1s driven away, 10 3.5 
drive them away, As Wax melteth before the Fire, fo let the Wick- 

ed periſh at the Preſence of God; But let the Righteous be glad, 

let them rejoice * God, Tea, let them exceedingly rejoice ! 

Thus we ſhould pray as the Prophet of old, For Zion's ſake will 1. 62. - 

I not hold my Peace, for Jeruſalem's ſake I will not reſt: But gy 
how long will ye be thus Importunate? Until the Righteouſneſs 
thereof go forth as brightneſs, and the Salvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth, till then I muſt pray, and to this end faith God, I 
have ſet Watchmen upon thy Walls, O Jeruſalem, which ſhall „. 6. 3. 


of 


Plal.94. 3, 4 
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of God's ſetting up, that do not inceſſantly pray for this Glo- 
rious Kingdom of Chriſt; Te that make mention of the Lord, 
keep not filence, and grove him no reſt till be make Jeruſalem a 
praiſe in the Earth: Cry ye and lift up your Voice to God and 

ch. 64. 1, 2. ſay, Ob, that thou wouldſt rent the Heavens, that thou wouldſ? 
come down, that the Mountains might flow down at thy preſence, 
as when the melting fire burneth, the fire cauſeth the waters to 
boyl, to make thy Name Rnown to thine Adverſarys, that the Na- 
tions may tremble at thy Preſence. e | 
Thus let us ſeek unto God our Saviour, tocomeand conſume 
Pſal. 83. 13. his Adverſaries; O my God (ſhould each Believer ſay ) make them 
ad finem, like aWheel, turn them over and over, and over, as the Stub- 
ble before the Wind, as the Fire burneth the Wood, and as the 
Flame ſeiteih the Mountains on fire, ſo perſecute them with thy 
Tempeſt, and make them afraid with thy Storm, Fill their Faces 
with Shame, that they may ſcek thy Face (which if they will not 
do) Let them be Confounded and TroubPd for Ever : Tea let 
them be put to Shame and Periſh, that (all) Men may know 
that thou whoſe name alone is FE HOV AH art the moſt High 
over all the Earth : Such ſort of Prayers ought we inceſſantly, 
Night and Day to put up to God, to avenge his People of their 
Adverſarys, and ſuch Prayers true Saints will make, altho' ſuch 
Luke 18. 1, Saints are but few, for when the Son of Man comes he will not 
find Faith of this ſort onthe Earth, altho' he put forth a parable 
to Teach ws, that we ought always thus Jo pray and xot to faint ! 
Nor doth this in the leaſt incroach on thoſe words Forgive us 
our Treſpaſſes, as we i them that rreſpeſs a ainſt us, for 
none are forgiven by God, none are to be forgiven by us, but 
upon Repentance, where then we ſee Repentance hid from the 
Eyes of any, ſafely may we thus pray, for herein we have God 
for both our Preceptor and Pattern ! Daily therefore let us 
Prat p thus pray for our Lord Feſus, that he may come quickly , and 
Ra; 2c. not tary, yea, and for our ſelves, that we may be Counted wor. 
Luke 21, 36. / to eſcape thoſe things that ſhall come to 05 s, and to ſtand be- 
fore the Son of man, when he comes in the Glory of his Kingdom; 
and thus proving in Faith, a 
3dly. We ſhould wait with Pleaſure, the coming of Chriſt, 
to overturn his Enemys, and to Eref his Kingdom; What de- 
light and ſatisfaction ſhould we take in the fore-thoughts of 
our 


(&) 
our Lords Appearance? How ſhall we then inſult thoſe who 
have deſpis'd our Lord, and thruſt as out of our Poſſeſſions, 
with that taunting Speech, Where ie now your Mouth where- Judg. 9. 38. 
with you ſaid, who is your Lord, that we ſhould ſerve him? Is 
not this the People that you have deſpis'd, Go out now, we pray 
you, and fight with them! In that Day the Lord God will wipe 1A. 25. 8. 
away Tears from all the Faces of his People, and the rebuke of 
his People, the Reproaches and Slanders they lay under ſhall 
be taken away, from off all the Earth; and it ſhall be ſaid in 
that Day, lo this is our God, we bave waited for him, and he v. 9. 
will ſave us, this is the Lord, we have wanted for hin, we will 
be glad, and rejoyee in his Saloation z How grateful, how 
pleaſing to our Thoughts ſhould the Conſideration of theſe 
things be? We might now repoyce, and even /eap for Foy, to 
think that we are counted worthy to ſuffer Shame for Chriſt, acts ** 
conſidering what a great Reward is laid up in Heaven for all 2 


ſuffering Saints; I rake pleaſure (faith a great Saint) in Infir- , Cor. 12.10. 


mes, in Reproaches, in Neceffities, in Perſecutions, in Di- 
ſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake ; for when I am weak in my ſelf, then 
am I ſtrong in his Grace, and in the thoughts of his G/ory : un- 
to this pleaſantneſs of Spirit ought we to arrive, in Conſide- 
ration of the G/ory of God that is to be reveal'd ; and this will 
help us to | 
atbly. Wait with Patience for the Kingdom of our Lord 
Chriſt ; It's a fine Character that the beloved Diſciple gives him- 
felt, I Tohn, who alſo am your Brother and Companion in Tribu- Rev. 1. 5. 
lation, and in the Kingdom and Patience of Ze/ws Chriſt , Thoſe 
that wait for the Kingdom of Chriſt ſhall have Tr:ibz/ation, and 
they will alſo need Patience; After we have done all the Will Heb, 10.36. 
of God, we ſhall need Patience, it will be ſo long ſeemingly be- 


fore we receive the Promiſe : Wherefore our Lord commands Luke 21. 19. 


us in Patience to poſſeſs our Souls, we ſhould be ſwallow'd up 
as it were with that Grace; and if we do believe the Truth 
of what has been told us, we thall wait with Patience under 
all our Endurings. 
Right Excellent is the Advice the Apoſtle Fames gives to the 
moſt injur d Saints; Be patient therefore Brethren, therefore ; Jam. 5. 7. 
Wheretore ? Why, hecauſe there's a Day of Slaughter“ for all“ See v. 3. 
your Adverſarys, a Day of the 2 ifice, when * fat 
2 | ever 
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foever your Enemys are, they ſhall all be ſlain; Be patient there- 


fore Brethren unto the coming of the Lord, when your Perſecu- 


v. 8. 


tors ſhall periſh ; Behold the Husband-man waits but for the pre- 
cious Fruit of the Earth, and hath long Patience for it, until 
he receive the early and latter Rain; Be ye alſo, and therefore 
patient, ſtabliſb your Hearts, for the coming of the Lord draw- 
eth nigh, when you ſhall receive a full Reward for a'l your Suf- 


ferings, as he goes on to ſhow, by ſetting before us the famous 


V. 10. Il, 


Luke 22+ 53+ 


Joh. 18. 36. 


ch. 19.10, 11. 


Examples of the Prophets, of Job, yea, and of our Lord him- 
ſelf, for Patterns unto us of Patience. | 

It is a choice Conſideration to ſtrengthen Patience under all 
the ill uſage we meer with from the Antichriſtian Intereſt, that 
this is their hour, and the Powers of Darkneſs have now their 
time; By this our Lord quieted himſelf, and his Followers, 
under the barbarous Treatment the World gave them ; My 
Kingdom, ſays he, is not NOW of this World , indeed hereafter 
I ſhall have a Kingdom here, but it is not Now, and therefore 
you may make the moſt of the preſent Power that is given jou: 
Chriſt and his Followers ſhall have their Time, their Power, 
and their Kingdom, the thought whereof ſhould ſtill and quiet 
us under all the Diſadvantages we zow lye; This is the 
Seaſon of Antichriſt's Reign, which ſhall have its Period in due 
time, and then the Saint's Time and Reign will ſucceed, which 
will more than make amends for 40 the Abufes they have met 
with, the thoughts whereof ſhould induce us with a// Pati- 
ence, to wait all the Days of our appointed Time, till his our 
Change for the better comes! Thus ſhould we wait for the 
Kingdom of Chriſt in all Parity, always Praying for, and Plea- 
ſing our ſelves with this Kingdom, in the proſpect of which, 
we ſhould with Patience alſo wait for it. | | 

athly. and Laſtly, Let us be Singing forth the Praiſes of our 
great Lord and Saviour, for all that he doth in order to over- 
turn Antichriſt, and for the ſetting up of his own Kingdom 


here on Earth! all theſe his Diſpenſations call for our loud Gra- 


Rev. 19. 2.5. 
Pſal. 58 10. 
Prov. 11. 10. 


Teph. 3. 8. 


tulations; we ſhould bleſs and praiſe our God for all his Judg- 
ments on his Enemys, and Mercies to his People; In al theſe 
we ſhould always give Thanks; The Righteous when be ſees the 
vengeance of God on his Enemys ſhall rejoyce,yea be ſhould ſhout 
for Joy when the Wicked periſh, So in the ſame Chapter where 

we 


BY 
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we are bid to wait xpon the Lord till be come to deſtroy the Na- 
tions, and the Kingdoms, yea to Devour the whole Earth, rbere 
are we commanded to Sing, to Shout, to be Glad, and Rejoyce v.14. 
with the whole Heart : and good reaſon too, for it will be a 
Time of unſpeakable Glory to all the Saints, In which reſpe& 
well may it be ſaid, Praiſe ye the Lord, for it is gcod to Sing 
Praiſes to our God, for it is pleaſant, and Praiſe is comely eſpe- 
cially on this Account, becauſe the Lord will build up Jeruſalem, 
he will gather the OutCoaſts of Iſrael,&c. Thus in aP/a/m calcul- Ses Plal. 145. 
ated for this Kingdom, in a Proſpect of Zudgments on all, even Throughout. 
the moſt potent Enemys of the Church, and Mercies therein 
romis'd unto the Saints, how often are we commanded to 
raiſe the Lord, and to have his _- in our mouth ? Let us 
then continually Sing Praiſes to God in all his appearances to 
overturn Antichriſt, and to Erect the Kingdom of Chriſt ; in 
the Proſpect of which let us Rejoyce, and again I ſay Rejoyce, for 
the Time is at hand wherein God will fulfill hie Text in both 
the Parts of it, He will SO overturn all of Antichriſt AS to 
make way for this Kingdom of Chriſt. 
I know unto ſome it ſeems harſh to Rejoyce in the deſtruction 
of their Fellow Creatures, for there are not wanting even ſuch 
as would pretend unto more Compaſſion and Tenderneſs than 
God himſelf warrants in his word, where we are /o far from being 
allow'd a Womaniſh pity to the Enemys of Chriſt ; that we are 
there commanded by him, not only to be Zealous againſt all of 


- Antichriſt let it be zever ſo dear and nearly Related to us in the 

> Fleſh ; Even Fathers, Mothers, Husbands, Wroes, Children, 

- Brethren, Siſters, and Friends that are as our own Souls muſt M : 

, be Forſaken, not Lov'd, yea Hated for Chriſts ſake, and not - aa et | 
only ſo, but we are alſo to Rejoyce, to Shout aloud, and to ſing Luke 14. 28. | 

7 for Joy when we ſee the Enemys of our Lord Chriſt cut off by I 

. his Judgments, without any Re/ped had unto who or what they 

n were: Thus we find when the Church had been praying for 

bs the Univerſal Confuſion of the — of God without Exceps- 

7 tions, that the word of Exhortation then is, Let the Righteous Plal. 68. 1,2, | 

e be Glad: Let them Rejoyce before God, yea, Let them exceedingly 3,4. 4 

e Re joyce, and as if this were not Enough, the P/a/miſt calls afreſh, | 

it and more Earneſtly upon us, ſaying, Sing unto God, Sing Praiſes 7 

” to his Name, Extol lum that rideth upon the Heavens, by his | 


ve | ame 
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Name NAH, and Refoyce before him! Anſwerable unto which 
Injunction there are innumerable Places in Holy Writ, unto 
which I have not time now to turn 
It is true, ſome Providences ſeem /o adverſe, and run % 
Counter unto their Worldly Inclinations, that Men ſcarce know 
how to take them well at the hands of God; and /eaft of all 
are they inclin'd to Sing under them; what, ſays one, would 
you have me Rejoyce and Sing unto God, when by the Sword I 


loſt ſuch a Relation? or by the laſt great Storm ſuch a Veſſel? 


and a Friend that's dear to me beyond Expreſſion, is left by the 
Spirit of God unto ſuch Deluſions and Errors by which he is 


in danger to periſh ? the truth of it is. ſuch Confiderations are 


melancholly in themſelves, and enough to preſs down our Souls 
if not ſupported by the Spirit of God, but his Grace aſſiſting us, 
in 2// theſe Providences we ought to rejorce, as knowing that 
ſuch things muſt be; and we our ſelves alſo muſt not think 
Fzck* 21, 3. totally to Eſcape the outward Calamitys that muſt go abroad in 
the Cath in order to the overturning of Antichriſt ; however 
h conſidering that 4 things ſhall work together for good to them 
Rom. 5. 28. f lore God, and whatever Diſadvantages ſuch have in this 
Life, it ſhall go well with them unto Eternity, on theſe Ac- 
Phil, 4. 4. Counts, I ſay, we ought to rejoice in the Lord a/ways.and again 
I fay rejoice, and not ſo only, but we ſhould 3% in All things 
1 Theff 5.18.87ve thanks unto God, for 2h48 ſays the Apoſtle, rs She will of 
God in Chriſt Feſus concerning us, that in every thing we ſhould 
give Thanks. 

Even in the Calamities and Deſtructions which in their own 
Nature are dreadſul ſhould we give thanks unto God, and /ing 
forth his Praiſe, fince even all theſe things tend unto the over- 
turning of Antichriſt, and ſetting up the Kingdom of Chrift, 
on which Account it is worthy our remark, hat there are feu 
Chapters or Pſalms that ſpeak of the overthrow of the Enemies 
of God, but they have matter of Praiſe in them ; and reaſon 
good, fince the ruin of his Foes, is in order to ſet up the 
Throne of Chriſt in his Kingdom on Earth, of which Kingdom 
{to raiſe up our Spirits unto a zoyfz! ſingins forth of the Praiſes 
of God] 1 will give you a brief - wang re the curious 
Language of to very Learned Doors, whoſe fixe words do 

(as it were) maintain this whole Diſcourſe. | 


There 


(71) 

There is (ſaith Dr. Thomas Burnet) “ A Millerniall, or a fu 
ture Kingdom of Chriſt, and his Saints prophe/j'd of, and pro- 
nis d in the Old and NewTeſtament.and receiv'd by the Primi- 
« troe Church as a Chriſtian and Catholick Doctrine; — The Cha- 
* ralters cf this yo of Chriſt and his Saints, are chiefly rhree, 
& Juſtice, Peace, and divine Preſence, or Conduct, which uſe to 
« be call'd Theocraſy; By theſe Charafers it is ſufficiently di- 
« ftinguiſh'd from the Kingdoms of this World, which are gene- 
« rally unjuſt in their Titles or Exercife, ſtain'd with Blood, and 
* /o far from being under a particular divine Conduct, that hu- 
« mane Paſſions, and humane Vices, are the Springs that com- 
« monly give motions to their greareft Deſigns ; —The Mil. 
“ /ennium will be a Kingdom of Peace and Juſtice , in which 
the Enemy of Mankind ſhall be bound; and the Prince of 
& Peace ſhall rule; a Paradice without a Serpent, and a Tree 
« of Know/edge,not to wound, but to heal the Nations; where 
« will be ze:tber Curſe nor Pain, or Death, nor Diſeaſe, 
«* where all things are new; where the firſt Born from the 
Dead have the firft Fruits of Glory. Thus far this Learned 
Doctor; from whom 1 fhall %% quote one other notable 
Sentence; Our Saviour, in his Sermon on the Mount, makes 
this one of his Beatitudes, Bleſſed are the Meek, for they 
«* ſhall inherit the Earth, But how, I pray, or where, or oben 
« do the Meek inherit the Earth > Neither at preſent, I am 
« ſure, nor in any paſt Ages. Tis the great Ones of the World, 
« ambitious Princes and Tyrants that ice the Earth among 
« them ; and thoſe that can flatter them beſt, or ſerve them in 
« their Interefts or Pleaſures, have the next beſt ſhares ; But 
« 2 meek, modeſt, and humble Spirit, is the moſt unqualify'd 
« Perſon that can be for a Court or Camp, to ſcramble for Pre- 
« ferment or Plunder; Both he and his ſelf-denying Notions are 
te ridiculd as things of 70 fe, and proceeding trom meaneſs 
and poorneſs of Spirit; Ir follows therefore, there muſt be 
a future State on Earth, a Terreſtrial State, in which the 
Meek ſhall enjoy both Peace and Plenty. 

This is a Summary Account of the bleſſed Kingdom, aſſert- 
ed in the foregoing Diſcourſe, unto the bringing in of which, 
tend all the Overturnings in the World, which I cannot bur 
hope will zo, towards the End, roul over much faſter than 

tormerly ; 
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formerly; for as Dr. Edwards well ſays, © The fourth Monar- 
ch, the Roman, is now wearing off, the Image is now on its 
«* laſt Legs, and theſe are Infirm ; the Feet are of Clay and 
ron, which two Materials will not well cement and hold to- 
* gether long; therefore another State of Things is approach- 
ing, to wit, the fifth Monarchy, or Reign of Chriſt Jeſus 
here on Earth: Of rzhis Kingdom we have an Expreſs Pre- 
* diftion in Daniel the ſeventh Chapter: There is [Cal] a 


4 * great number of Texts in I/azah, Feremiab, Egeꝶiel, and the 


* leſſer Prophets which ſpeak of this Kingdom, —The Places 
in the New Teſtament Falſe) where this Kingdom is ſpoken 
e of, are nota few; But the moſt Signal, Eminent, and Re- 
* nown'd Place, on which may be founded and built the future 
“ Glorious State of the Chriſtian Church on Earth, is the 
« twentieth Chapter of the Revelations ; which Chapter I full 
well know hath been miſerably perverted , —bur any unpre- 
judic'd Perſon may inform himſelf, that the zhouſard Tear's 
Reign] there ſpoken of are not yet come; And there- 
fore ſhould we believe, wait and pray , for their happy Ap- 
proach, when all Antichriſt ſhall be oeturn'd, and the Throne 
of our Lord Chriſt ſhall over all be Exalted. 


And now, Brethren, to conclude, Let vs | who have abandon d 
Heb. 13, 14, the Camp of Antichriſt] Go forth unto Feſus without the Camp, 
15,16, bearing his Reproach| Keproaches for him, and /ike to what he 
: bore] For here we have no Continuing City, but we ſeek one 10 
come | even the New- Feruſalem, which comes down down from 

Heaven with Chriſt] By him therefore Let us offer the Sacri- 

fices of Praiſe, to God continually, that is, the Fruit of our Lips, 

Giving Thanks to his Name : For with ſuch Sacrifices God is 

1 Tim. 1. 15. Well-pleaſed. Unto this King Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible, the 
& 14,35, 46: ONLY Wiſe God, who is the Bleſſed and ONLY Potentate, the 


King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, be Honor and Power and 
Glory, for Ever and Ever, Amen. 


DO 1 IS 


FINIS. 


